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Pro-PLO caacfidatas win Wtast Bank poll 

OCCUPIED. JERUSALEM (R) — Eco-Palesdnc Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Palestinian banncgtznea swept a. chamber of commerce 
election in the occupied. West Bank' after btamc fandanwmtaKas 
m ll Kh c w frftn the race. Pa to ai n i an swrcrt said Friday. The resnlts of the 
ypofl conduc t ed Thursday in die town of Jenin showed hnan m mca 
affifiated with the PLO’s mainstream Fateh orgamaadOB took' alt tone 
contested .Beats. Those aligned with the Islamic Resistance Movement 
is) polled oat of the election saying the FLO had padded votes, 
sources said Hamas withdrew because it faced major defeat in the 
Fateh stronghold. Four independent candidates abo contested the 
elections. Professkwal and chamber of oommercedocthms have become a 
barometer of die strength of rival groups in the occupied territories. 
About 60 per cent of 2,000 r eg gaered voters cast ballots in Thursday's 
Jesm jdectkms. 
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Russia, U.S. lift traval Mocks 

MOSCOW (R) — Moscow and Washington swept away one of (he last 
cold war relics Friday by granting freedom of travel to journalists and 
business representatives working m each other’s countries. ITAR-TASS 
news agency said all restrictions m movement had been lifted immediately 
under an “open land" memorandum signed in June during President Boris . 
Yeltsin's visit to Washington. "The Russian side looks on this agreement 
as yet another important step in the implementation of the open land 
memorandum .... and c on fi rms its readiness to condone working on this 
with its American partners .“ TASS said. American correspondents and 
businessmen can now travel anywhere in Russia, except for military zones 
dosed even to Russans. “I think it’s a wonderfully representative move in 
dismantling the last piece of information control machinery dating from 
the cold war,” said a senior U.S. newspaper corre sp ondent with six years* 
Moscow experience. For decades all foreigners baa to apply to the Soviet 
fo r eig n ministry 24 hours in advance to travel anywhere beyond 30 
kOometrea outside Moscow. 
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Israel’s population 
grows by 3 per cent 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's 
population grew three per cent to 

5.155.000 in the past year, mainly 
doe to the arrival of tens of 
thousands of Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants, the bureau of statistics 
said Friday. But the rate of in- 
crease for Israel’s population dor- 
ingtbe year was less than half of 
1991*3 03 per cent. Lack of hous- 
ing and jobs for the immigrants 
have been the main reasons the 
three-year wave of immigration 
appears to have waned. The re- 
port was published to mark the 
Jewish New Year, which begins 
Sunday night. Of the total, 4.2 
miUtbn are Jews (81.9 per cent 

715.000 Muslims (13.9 per cent 

135.000 Christians (2.4 per cent 
and 86,000 Draze (1.7 per cent,. 
The Druze are an offshoot sect of 
Islam. Israel's population grew by 

150.000 since last September, 
with 92,000 immigrants providing 
almost two- thirds of that number. 
Some 235,000 immigrants had 
.come in the previous year. 

Fadlallah demands 
Israel free detainees 
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BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's most 
influential pro-Iranian Muslim 
cleric said Friday die world most 
not be allowed to forget hundreds 
■of Arab prisoners held by Israel. 
Sheikl: Mohammad Hussein Fad- 
lallah, spiritual mentor of Hizbol- 
lab (Party of God), made the 
remarks three days after Israel 
demanded more information 
from Lebanon over the Cate of a 
missing airman. “To all those 
holding the captives ... we want 
the captives and prisoners to be 
freed,” he said at prayers in a 
Beirut mosque. Israel and its 
militia ally, the South Lebanon 
Army, are holding some 250 
Arabs who conld be part of ex- 
change invoh^ngfomlaaeli ser- 
vicemen and eight SLA members 
missing in Lebanon. Of ; ffie 
Israelis, only, a navigator shot 
down over Lebanon m 1966 is 
believed to be alive. 

Tunisia releases 
Jews 

PARIS (R) — Tunisia has 
marked a visit by France’s chief 
rabbi by releasing from prison 
two Tunisian Jews, including a 
14-year-old held for murder, a 
French television station said Fri- 
day. Chief Rabbi Joseph Sitruk 
this week paid his first visit to his 
native Tunisia since he left at the 
age of 15. France-2 television 
showed Tunisia's President Zinc 
A1 Abidine Ben Ali receiving 
Rabbi Sitrak tut his palace. 

UNESCO awards 
prize to Arab group 

PARIS (R) — The Tunis-based 
Arab Institute for Human Rights 
(IADH) has been awarded UN- 
ESCO’s 1992 prize for the 
Kwhing of h itman rights, the 
U.N. organisation said Friday. 
The Flam-based United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Org anis at i on said in a 
statement IADH was chosen ‘in 
recognition of its efforts training 
teachers, lawyers, magistrates, 
trade unionists, police and prison 
personnel.” 

U.S. launches probe 
to explore Mars 

'CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(R) — A titan rocket Masted off 
Friday carrying an unm a nn ed 
spacecraft on the first US. mis- 
sion to Mars in 17 years. The 
Mars observer spacecraft’s three- 
year, S891 million mission wifr 
gather data on tfoe red planet's 
geology and cfrmafo in prepara- 
tion for future human' explora- 
tion. The rocket Masted off at 
LOS p.m. EDT (1705 GMT). 
After an 11-month, 725-minion 
kilometre journey, the Mars 
observer win circle the planet’s 
poles for 687 Earth days — a full 
Martian year. Scientists will use 
the information it gathers to 
choose landing rites for human 
expeditions in the next century. 

Gunmen kill two 
Algerian gendarmes 

ALGIERS (R) — Two Algerian 
gendarmes- were shot dead east of 
the bringing 4o three die 

number of membersaf the para- 
military force killed in three days. 
Algiers Radw saki Friday the two 
men, on leave from barracks, 
were gunned down late Thursday 
night,” surprised in their car by 
bursts of gunfire from automatic 
weapons.” Their kfflers fled in a ■ 
car. . 


U.S. election may delay 
progress in Mideast talks 


Combined agency dispatches 

JUST WHEN it seemed as if' 
Middle East peace talks might be 
getting Somewhere, history has 
thrown the 1992 U.S. presidential 
election in their path. 

The result, especially if Demo- 
crat Bill Clinton wins, may be 
several more weeks or even 
mouths of marking time before 
Arabs and Israelis can resume 
serious work on a breakthrough. 

Israel, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon 
and the Palestinians ended a sixth 
round of talks Tbnnday, having 
established a positive atmosphere 
and shown signs that real prog- 
ress may be possible. 

• After almost a year of fruitless 
effort, they seemed to be coming 
to grips with die issues at the 
heart of their 44-year-oJd con fli ct 
— land, peace and security. 

They agreed to return to 
Washington on Oct. 21 for 
another month of negotiations 
with a brief recess around elec- 
tion day on Nov. 3. But analysts 
are sceptical that much will be 
achieved in the shadow of 'the 
election. . . 

“From the participants' view- 
point, Nov. 3 looms large,” said 
Robot Sadoff of tire Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. 
“Little headway can be expected ‘ 
until the shape of a new adminis- 
tration looks dear. 

“After all, given the posabflity 
of change m me White House, no 
party wants Co offer concess i ons 
too soon.” 

Although all sides have been 
careful to stay oat of internal 
U.S. politics, Arabs^say privately 
.they would like President George 
Bush to win because he bus been' 
tougher on Israel in die past four 
years , than any U.S. president in 
recent history. 

Israel has patched up relations 
with Washington since the elec- 
tion last June of Prime Minister 


Yitzhak Rabin. Bnt most analysts 
and iHpinm»K believe the Israelis , 
would be on even friendfier terms 
with a Clinton administration. 

White Honse officials have 
pushed tins view, urging Arabs to 
. move the talks along faster and 
get as many Israeli concessions as 
posable before die election. But 
the prospect of a change seems 
only to have made the sides more 
cautious. 

“There is quite a bit of motion 
in the talks but little, if any, 
movement” said Clovis Mak- 
sond, a former Arab League 
ambassador to Washington, now 
with American Universi ty. ■ 

“From now until the end of the 
year, the next round will see 
more atmospherics and possibly a 
lithe movement, bnt not much,” 
be said. - 

While a Bosh election victory is 
Hkdy to be followed by a re- 
newed posh for Middle East 
peace, a change of administration 
is certainly not expected to derail 
the -process. Mr. Cfinron has 
promised to pursue it vigorously, 
telling a Jewish audience hot 
month there would be no delays. 

' Bnt a new administration 
would not take office until Jan. 20 
and would presumably need some 
time to pot a new foreign policy 
team in place. Senior officials 
would need time to be confirmed 
by the Senate, to familiarise 
themselves with policy, nuances 
and to meet the key Middle East 
players. 

Former Secretary of State 
James Baker spent over two years 
painfully winning the confidence 
of aU parties to the conftictrHe 
had countless meetings with 
Syria’s President Hafez A1 Assad 
before finally persuading him to 
enter peace talks with Israel for 
die first time. 

Under different circumstances, 
Mr. Baker might now be cSmbing 
back on his plane to the Middle 


Russia said to suspend 
submarine sale to Iran 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
senior Russian official- was 
quoted Friday as saying Russia’s 
contr ov ersial sale of diesel sub- 
marines to Iran would not go 
forward for now because of a 
dispute over trade payments. 

Moscow’s sale of three sub- 
marines angered Washington. 

“The question of selling Russia 
diesel submarines to Tehran is 
not on the agenda now because of 
certain difficulties between Rus- 
sia and Iran over payments for 
arms, technology and special 
equipment,'’ Leonid Pakhomov 
said. 

Mr. Pakhomov, deputy head of 
the Russian Foreign Trade Minis- 
try's department responsible fin- 
arms, gave no details of the trade 
problems. His remarks were re- 
ported by ITAR-TASS news 
agency. ' 

The bead of the Iran desk at 
the Russian Foreign ministry told 
TASS commercial considerations 
lay behind Washington’s public 
displeasure over the proposed 


Washi n g to n’s concern, he sad, 
was “dictated not by political 
consideratioos, but by the desire 
of the United States to ret urn to 
the Iranian aims market, which it 
had controlled under previous 
regime.” 

The international arms market 
is one of the few areas in which 
Moscow can compete .with the. 
West, earning scarce foreign cur- 
rency. But moves in that direc- 
tion have prompted fears abroad 
of regional aims races. 

Acting Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagteburger met Rus- 
sian Foreign^ Minister Andrea 
Kozyrev Ttrinsday in Now York 
to express great concern abopt. 
the sale, which we first reported - 
in Thursday’s New York Tunes. 

The newspaper said the sale 
worried the U.S. navy, winch, 
argues the Iranian submarines 
wfll introduce a new threat to 
naval operations in the Gulf and 
the Arabian Sea wher e muc h of 
the world's oil is produced. 

It quoted Defence Department ; 
officials as saying that Russia was ^ 
setting two or three submarines to » 
Iran, which will be the first Gulf.' 
country to have them. 


After ffie meeting Kozyrev 
brushed aside U.S. concerns and 
defended die sale for strategic 
and economic reasons. 

He said those sales will prob- 
ably enhance stability and pre- 
vent farther destabilisation in the 
whole' region. 

Mr. Pakhomov said Russia was 
delivering only defensive 
weapons to Iran and said arms 
sales were important for Russia 
as a source of much needed bard 
currency. 

Foreign Minister Kozyrev said 
the $750 miliioa deal would give 
Moscow much-needed capital to 
implement economic reform and 
aright even improve stability in 
tiie Gulf region. 

“There h a dev need to provide 
markets for the sale of our export 
commodities,” Mr. Kozyrev said 
after meeting with Mr. Eaglebur- 
ger. 

. Mr. Eagleburger expressed 
concern over the deal but sug- 
gested there was fittie the United 
States could do about ft. 

“If the Russians want to sell 
submarines, I guess they conld 
sell submarines,” he told repor- 
ters during a round of meetings 
with foreign ministers here for 
the U.N. General Assembly ses- 
sion. 

Britain red k m co ange d a& com- 
triwtofoflowrespOMfolepoKaes 
on arms sales to ffie Middle East 
and had raised with Moscow the 
sale of Russian submarines to 
Iran. 

The Foreign Office, asked ab- 
ort a Britidt television report that 
the first of the submarines would 
be delivexed this week, said the 
issue has been discussed among 
tire U-S- Security CoundTs five 
permanent members, which in- 
dude Russia. . 

• < f ■ 

A British official said Britain 
had raised with Moscow “specific 
sales which conld be. potentially 
destab ili sing, ” tnrfnding thp sub- 
marines. He (fid not elaborate. 

British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion television Hmnday showed 
what it said woe secretiy-fihned 
pictures of one of the submarines 
at a Russian naval base in Latvia, 
where Iranian crews were 
tbougit to have been training for 
the past year. 


F* st and using his unparallelled 
position to push for real conces- 
sions. 

But he is back at the White 
House, trying to get Mr. Bush 
reelected, and nobody else in the 
a dminis tration has the stature 
and (fort to do the peace media- 
tion job. 

In Middle East terms, a five-or 
six-month delay is not long. But a 
window of opportunity may be 
opening — a oace-in-a-hfethne 
chance to make peace. 

“We are not yet ax a point in 
the negotiations where the Un- 
ited States feels it has or wants to 
step in, but it’s getting there, ft’s 
getting dose,” said Bany Rubin 
of Johns Hopkins University. 

Most observers believe Arabs 
and Israelis trill be unable to 
make peace on their own. They 
win need, powerful, adroit and 
sustained U.S. mediation to 
make the needed concessions. 

Mr. Baker wanted to be the 
man to bring peace to the Middle 
East. But history may yet offer 
the task to someone else. 

Jordan said Thursday its talks 
with Israel had failed to produce 
agreement on a common a gen da. 

“We have stfll not been able to 
agree on a co mm on agenda be-, 
tween ns ... despite a very serious 
attempt on our part to achieve 
the goal in this round,” spokes- 
man Marwan Mnasher said. 

“The two sides are near agree- 
ment on language re g ard i ng; the 
comprehensive ueas of the settle- 
ment and on water. We also have 
managed to include one critical 
duiiensiori of the refugee problem 
as ft pertain? to the seemly issue. 
However, the tiro rides are stfll In 
<Ssagiepncut gyer language on 
major issues. These indude the 
refugee problem, Israeli- 

(Coottened cm page 5) 

Symbols fifl down dazing peace 
tafts,pag*2 


Palestine 
Central - 
Council 
to meet in 
mid-October 

TUNIS (R) — The Palestine 
Central Council (POC) wfll 
inert in nrid-October to dis- 
cuss the outcome of the latest 
round of talks with load, a 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) official 
said on Friday. 

Tbe Central Council sets 
policy guidelines for the 
PLO’s Executive Cbmmittee 
between sessions of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC). 

It includes rep re se ntatives 
of hardline groups Which cal- 
led on tbe Palestinian nego- 
tiators to withdraw from tbe 
peace talks, the sixth round 
of which ended in Washing- 
ton Thursday. 

Before the PCC meeting, 
moderates who support the 
U.S.-sponsored peace pro- 
cess want to discuss their 
differences with the leaders 
of tbe hardline groups. 

The PLO in Tunis has in- 
vited the hardliners to come 
and meet them next week bat 
the hardliners have not said 
they will come and no finn 
date for the meeting has’been 
set. 

“The (Central Council) 
meetings are expected to be 
hot But the opposition does 
not yet have arqf cards to play 
since there is no break*, 
through in the negotiations 
with Israel,” the PLO offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
limned, told Renters. 

Tbe hardtines, led by tbe 
Popular 5TOnt for the libera- 
tion of Palestine and the 
Damascus wing of the di- 
vided Democratic Front, say 
setf-rule proposals under dis- 
cussion in Washington would 
not jet Palestinians in exile 
return to their homes. 

Palestinians and Israelis 
said in Washington on Thnrs* 
understood each 
positions better. 
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Celebrations continue all over Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein spent the day 
resting Friday , one day after his return to a tumultuous welcome 
following successful sur g ery and recuperation abroad. 

An estimated one million Jordanians — nearly one third of 
the Kingdom’s population — crowded Amman streets to 
e x pres s their joy over the success of the King’s surgery and his 
recovery from Alness and return home. 

The Jordan News Agency, Petra, reported that the King had 
received messages of congratulations and wishes of good health 
while Jordan Television (JTV) and Radio reported continued 
celebrations all over tbe Kingdom, 

JTV correspondents reported from the various govemorates 
that celebrations continued late into tbe night Thursday and 
resumed Friday. 

Tbe celebrations included singing and dancing and recital of 
poetry paying tribute to tbe Knag and ttumlrfog God for his 
recovery. 

Petra quoted a cable from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein as 
happiness over the King's return and wishing him 
good health. The cable wished the Jordanian people further 
pr ogre ss and prosperity. 

A cable from the mayor of Jerusalem, Rawhi A1 Kbatib, to 
Royal Court Chief Khaled Al Karalri congratulated tbe Hashe- 
mite Family and the government and people of Jordan on the 
recovery of tbe King and his return borne “to pursue his untiring 
efforts to unify Arab and Islamic folds,” Petra said. 

Also sending congratulatory cables to tbe King were Chair- 
man of tbe Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Fathi AbuTaleb, 
General Intelligence Department Director-General Lieutenant- 
General Mustafa Al Qua, Civil Defence Department Director- 
General Major General Afif Al Ghoul and Public Security 
Director-General Major General Fadel Ali Fbeid. 



French franc rides high, stock markets weak 


LONDON (R) — Tbe French 
franc, under de te r min ed assault 
from speculators earlier in tbe 
Week, rode high Friday at its best 
levels since Europe’s currency 
turmoil erupted. 

It traded at 33800 per mark at 
the end of the Eu ropean day, 
stronger than Thursday’s late 
33963. • 

. Hu took it safely away from 
its floor m the European Com- 
mnnity’s exchange rate mechan- 
ism (ERM) of 3.4305 per mark, a 
level which speculators bad been 
attacking for a week. 

“At the moment ft looks like- 
the French have got away with 
it,” said Keith Edmonds, interna- 
tional economist at Natwest 
Treasury and Capital Markets. 

. But die pound hit new lows 
against the mark and traded at 
23417 marks in late afternoon 
business in London. 

Speculators put huge p ress ure 
on the franc after forcing Britain 
and Italy last week to quit the 
ERM and let their c u rrencies 


drop. But resolute action by Ger- 
many, whose central bank acted 
in unison with the Bank of France 
to defend the franc, meant tbe 
franc escaped the same fate. 

There seemed little immediate 
danger Friday of any further un- 
ra veiling of the ERM. 

Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynold* said he had no plans to 
take Ireland out of the currency 
grid. Mr. Reynolds, speaking in 
London after talks With British 
Prime Minister John Major, said 
ERM membership had been good 
for Ireland. 

But the f ut ure of the EC’s 
grand for monetary union by the 
end of the ce n t ury still looked 
clouded and tins unsettled some 
markets. 

German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl denied that EC was headed 
for a two-speed union, after 
several leading European had flo- 
ated tins idea. 

Members of German Rnance 
Minister Theo WajgeTs party 
quoted him as saying the EC 


would have to consider develop- 
ingat different speeds in future. 

They said Mr. Waigel told a 
meeting of fits Christian Social 
Union that Germany, France, die 
Benelux states (Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg) 
and Denmark looked most likely 
to fulfil conditions for a common 
monetary policy. 

Belgian Central Bank Gov- 
eroor Ahbm'Verplatse said that a 
five-country m one tary unfop in 
tiie EC could begin at race. 

“Germany, France and tbe Be- 
nelux countries could start im- 
mediately,” Mr. Verplaetse told 
Belgian radio. 

Looking back over a tumnl- 
tnoos week, some dealers ex- 
pressed satisfaction that tile franc 
had not budded. 

“If the market had broken the 
franc for no real cause, there 
would have been great pressure 
in the central banks to curb the 
forex markets with rules and red 
tape,” said a U.S. bank dealer in 
London. 


European stock markets were 
generally weak. 

London, which has romped-, 
ahead since Britain left the ERM' 
last week and cut interest rates r ; 
eased bade Friday. The Financial 
Times-Stock Exchange of 100 top* , 
shares fell 203 points to 2,601. 

In Frankfurt, the 30-share Dax 
index ended 1738 points lower at 
131336. Dealers said the curren- 
cy turmoil was totting stock prices 
and tiie index has lost nearly 76 
points in a week. 

The Paris Bourse was curbed 
by the high cost of near-term 
money ' — one of France’s 
weapons against currency specu- 
lators — and by a string of 
lacklustre interim earnings. The 
CAC-40 index swung wildly be- 
fore finishing 14.03 points higher 
at 134333. 

Policymakers end tense week;. 
M*|or wants ERM reforms, page 
7 

Critics of Maastricht see multi- 
track Europe, page 8 


Iraq denounces U.S. plan 
to seize its frozen assets 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Friday a U.S. plan to have 
tiie United Nations seize Iraqi 
assets frozen abroad was a crime 
against tbe Iraqi people and 
would deprive infants of baby 
milk which the government im- 
ports from abroad. 

Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mebdi Saleh said tbe plan, now at 
the in for ma l discussion stage in 
New York, would abo hit other 
commodities in a government 
rationing scheme set up to mini- 
mise the effects of U.N. sanc- 
tions. . 

“The United States is putting 
out its hand to hijack our assets in 
different countries, ft is a crime 
against Iraqi children,” be told a 
news co nfe r en ce. - 

“The action of confiscating oar 
frozen assets in different coun- 
tries win lead to more human 
suffering and increase child mor- 
tality,” he added. “The United 
States is waging a war of mass 
destruction of human life in 
Iraq.” 

The |rian, in the form of. a 
Security Council resolution 
drafted by tiie United Sates, 
would give some of the frozen 
assets to the United Nations to 
pay for U.N. weapons inspectors 
and hmaamta Mid to Kurds 
and other ftaqfc 

But Mr. Saleh said tiie ration- 
ing system incl ud ed Iraqis in 
areas held by Kurdish rebels and 
denied Baghdad was withholding 
fuel from the Kurdish north. 
“Without oar food, tbe people 
there (in Kurdistan) will go hnn- 


Minister Moham- 
mad Said Al Sahaf , speaking in 
New York, also denounced the 
U3. plana saying it would undo 
many commercial contracts for 
food and medical supplies. 

ft was not immediately dear 
bow Iraq was signing contracts on 


tiie baas of assets which it cannot 
touch. 

Mr. Saleh said that if the assets 
were frozen, Iraq would not be 
able to maintain the snririsided 
milk powder ration for babies up 
to one year old, the only category 
which is eligible. 

He said that once the United 
Nations lifted the ban cm Iraqi ofl 
sales, the country would avoid 
seffing in U.S. dollars and would 
deposit tbe money in banks out- 
side the United States. 

U.S. banks hold about . one 
tiprd of the $3.7 trillion Iraq says 
ft has in deposits abroad. 

Asked what Iraq would do if. 
the Security Council approved 
the draft, Mr. Saleh said: “What 
can we do? It (the money) is in 
their land, in their system. They 
can do what they would like.” 

On Thursday, the Security 
Council carried out its periodic 
review of sanctions against Iraq 
and to no one's surprise left die 
economic embargo intact. 

An nearly identical statement 
to tiie one issued on July 27 was 
read to reporters tty counril Presi- 
dent Jose Ayala Lasso of 
Ecuador. 

ft said that “after hearing all 
tiie opinions e x p re ssed in tbe 
comae of the consultations, the 
president, of tiie council con-' 
chided that there still was no 
agreement that tbe necessary 
conditions ext s te r d fra* a mod- 
ification of tiie regime.” 

The council has done nothing 
to ease the wide-ranging curbs 
after each 60 day review, con- 
ducted behind dosed doors. 

Reports from the U.N. said 
meanwhile the United States had 


assets abroad and is now asking 
the United Nations to sense only 
Ofl money frozen after Baghdad 


The_ money would be used to P*** 2 


pay for teams monitoring tiie 
destruction of Iraq’s weapons 
p rogra mm es and for aid to dissi- 
dents in Iraq’ 

It is not dear how modi money 
is involved. Two sources are 
being discussed: Iraqi bank 
accounts abroad — which would 
consist mainly of proceeds from- 
ofl sales — and money owed Iraq 
for oil delivered before the Un- 
ited Nations banned ofl trade 
with Baghdad after the August 
1990 invasion. 

French Ambassador Jean- 
Bernard Merimee predicted 
roughly $300 million would be 
seized, but another Western di- 
ptomst pegged the estimate at up 
to $1 billion. 

Confiscation of (ril revenues 
would be tiie latest example of 
U.N. action against Iraq. 

When tiie United States began 
considering confiscation in the 
airing, it wanted the United Na- 
tions to seize all • ft assets 
abroad, but legal an- political 
problems forced Washington to 
lower its* sights. 

Several other members of the 
Security Council were concerned 
that wholesale seizure would srt a 
da n g ero us precedent and under- 
mine investors' confidence in the 
security of deposits. 

Some diplomats were con- 
cerned the U.N. resolution would 
conflict with national laws requir- 
ing court action to seize bank 
accounts. By Hunting confiscation 
to ofl revenues, the resolution is 
less threatening. 

The seizure as originally en- 
visioned would have affected 
several billion dollais in coirency 
and gold Iraq kept in'tbe United 
States, Europe, South America 

' (Continued 00 page 5) 
Destruction of nerve gas be^tt, 


Iraqi 
dissidents 
plan a 
provisional 
government 

ANKARA (Agencies) — Iraqi 
dissidents, meeting in Kurdish- 
held northern Iraq Friday, may 
move towards setting up a pro- 
visional government, Kurdish 
officials said. 

Kurdish guerrilla chiefs 
Masoud Barzam and Jalal Taia- 
bani took t ur ns in the chair as 18 
delegates representing a broad 
spectrum of Iraqi opposition 
groups met for a second day in 
tbe resort towri of Sal ah addin, 
25, kilometres northeast of Irbfl: 

■ Safeco Dizayee, Ankara 
spokesman for the Knrdish 
Democratic Party (KDP), said 
tiie conference, ltfae festt on Iraqi 
soil, aimed to prepare for a high- 
level gathering within four weeks. 

That meeting would “choose a 
representative body and possibly 
'even set up a caretaker govern- 
ment,” be said. 

Witnesses said Kurdish Pesh- 
merga guerrillas armed wfrh 
Kalashnik ov rifles provided tight 
security at tbe KDP guesthousein 
Salahuddm, where the confer- 
ence began Thursday. 

Delegates turned up in motlpy 
garb, ranging from Arab took 
and headdresses to military urn- 
forms and business suits. •; 

Reflecting Iraq's ethnic and 
religions mix, 'they include Sunni 
mid Shiite Muslim Arabs, Kurds, 
Turkomans and Assyrians. : . 

Mr. Sexchfl Gazzaz, Ankara 
repr esen tative of Taiabani's Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), 
said Knrdish groups believed any 
provisional government should 
be set op in northern Iraq, con- 
trolled fay Kurds helped by West- 
ern military air cover. 
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Symbols abound - 
and fall down — 
during peace talks 


\ By Rntfa Sinai 

Th Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The briefing 
room was so quiet yon could bear 
a pin drop. Or a Syrian flag. 

The flag and its platform top- 
pled toward one day this week as 
a senior Syrian diplomat was de- 
scribing the latest peace talks 
with Israel. The flag and stand 
landed with a thud at the feet of 
an Israeli reporter. 

The reporter righted the flag, 
prompting a Syrian journalist to 
> suggest mat one day soon the 
Israelis would raise a Syrian flag 
on the Golan Heights. 

“That would be very good, 
very good indeed,* 1 said Syria’s 
Bushra Kanafani, to the sound of 
general laughter. 

While that scenario appears 
farfetched, Israel and Syria — 
bitter enemies that have fought' 
four wars in 44 years — did not 
rule out a peace agreement as 
they concluded their sixth round 
of talks Thursday. 

“This round has proven... that 
peace is possible between Israel 
and the Arab World, and that this 
historic opportunity should not 
be wasted,” Syria's chief delegate 
Muwaffaq A1 Aliaf said. 

The talks will resume Oct. 21. 
They include -the faraeK-Syrian 
talks, as well as those between 
Israel and Lebanon, Israel and 
Jordan and Israel and Palesti- 
nians. 

“We believe the parties have 
achieved a good foundation for 
-future progress,” U.S. Assistant 

* Secretary of State Edward Djere- 
~jian said. 

The United States has served 
as a sounding board during the 
‘talks, meeting regularly with the 
' delegations and offering sugges- 
-tkms when asked. It also has 
"served as a channel for messages. 

* Mr. Djerejian said he bad con- 
veyed to Israel the gist, of remarks 
made Wednesday in New York 

Zby Syrian Foreign Minister 
a Farouk AI Sbaraa to U.S. acting 
' Secretary of Stale Lawrence Eag- 
leburger. He declined to describe 
the coaummication further. 

“There was a different and 


more cordial tone between the 
parties," he told reporters, sum- 
ming up this round. “The parries 
are definitely grappling with the 
tough key issues of territory, 
peace and security." 

On the issue of territory, Israel 
continued to reject Syria's de- 
mand that it withdraw from the 
Golan. Israel insisted that before 
it can discuss withdrawal it must 
know what kind of peace Syria 
will offer in return. 

Nonetheless, Israel promised 
to bring bade new language next 
time to help unblock the impasse 
on this point. 

“We really believe the ball is 
now in Israel's field,” said Mr. 
Aliaf. “The New Israeli govern- 
ment must have the courage to 
seize the moment.” 

The Palestinians also expressed 
hope that Israel would return 
- with a different attitude and new 
ideas — saying that so far they 
* had heard nothing from Israel's 
left-leaning government that they 
had not beard from its right-wing 
predecessor. 

“We think that this allowed 
both sides to understand more 
the complexities of the issues 
presented, the concerns of both 
sides,” Palestinian spokeswoman 
Han an Ashrawi said. 

But, she added, Israel must 
demonstrate its sincerity by alle- 
viating the suffering of Palesti- 
nians under military occupation, 
by ending such punitive practices 
as demolishing home, by freeing 
prisoners, relaxing searches and 
allowing free use of land and 
water. 

- Israel, for its part, offered a 
detailed blueprint that would give 
Palestinians control over their 
police, courts, taxes, roads, 
education and other aspects of 
daily life. It also would provide 
for general elections to pick 
administrators of the self- 
governing authority. 

Israel also promised that in the 
third year of seif-government, 
talks would start to determine die 
" fate of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip — talks on U.N. Resolution 
242 that calls for' Israel to cede 
land in return for peace. 


U.S. accuses Sudan of 
destroying entire tribe 


WASHINGTON (R) —A senior 
U.S. official Thursday accused 
Sudan's Mami e fundamentalist 
government of deliberately des- 
troying a Christian tribe through 
forcible displac em ent, religious' 
persecution and' stow starvation. 

Andrew Natsios, assistant 
administrator for food and homa- 
mtarian assistance at the U.S. 
for International De- 
ipment, said foe Khartoum 
government was engaged in a 
campaign of “ethnic deansing” 
against the Nuba tribe which lives 
in tiie Nuba mountains of central 
Sudan. 

The authorities were forcibly 
shifting tile tribe to the region of 
northern Kordofan hundreds of 
kilometres away, be said. 

“They’re doing it to destroy 
their culture and demoralise 
them. We had a direct report 
from one of my staff . This is not a 
second-hand report,” Mr. Nat- 
sios told Reuters in an interview. 

He asserted that the campaign 
against the Nuba was part of a 


wider policy of eradicating Afri- 
can culture in sou thern Sudan 
and forcing the population to 
accept Islam. 

“This is part of a scheme which 
has been very carefully orches- 
trated by the government for foe 
entire sooth,” he said. . 

Sudan is a huge country situ- 
ated north of Zaire and south of 
Egypt. Its northern population, 
which dominates the country, is 
mainly Arab and Mostimi while 
the southerner? are black Africans 
and worship Christianity or tribal 
.religions. 

Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs Herman Cohen 
told a Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee bearing on Wednes- 
day the Mamie government was 
trying to remove all opposition 
and was forcing non-Muslim Afri- 
cans in the southern part of the 
-country to become Muslims. 

“Tm really deeply worried ab- 
out the fate of the peoofe of 
southern Sudan,” Mr. 
said. 


Large-scale destruction 
of Iraqi nerve gas begins 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
The full-scale destruction of 
Iraq’s stockpile of nerve gas be- 
gan Thursday as U.N. weapons 
experts disposed of a third of a 
tonne of the deadly agent sarin, 
U.N. officials .said. 

The nerve agent was destroyed 
in a hydrolysis unit built by .the 
Iraqis under U.N. supervision at 
then chemical weapons arsenal at 
Muthanna, 100 kilometres north- 
west of Baghdad. # 

“The chief inspector, Garth 
Whitty, said-, that the first day’s 
operations went without a hitch,” 
said Tim Trevan, spokesman for 
the U-N. special commission that 
is dismantling Iraq’s weapon 
programmes. 

He said foe U.N. team plans to 
“continue such destruction on a 
daily basis” and to increase pro- 
ductivity as they and their Iraqi 
co unt er pa rts gain experience. 

Under the ceasefire agreement 
ending the Gulf war, Iraq is 
obliged to cooperate with U.N. 
inspectors in <*Kmfnnffpg its nuc- 
lear, biological and chemical 


weapons programmes as well as 
long-range missiles. 

“By a combination of con- 
tinuous air monitoring and 
sample-taking and analysis, the 
team was able to ensure that the 
agent was thoroughly destroyed 
and that there was no contamina- 
tion of foe surrounding environ- 
ment,” he said. 

THe hydrolysis plant uses wa- 
ter to convert the agent to non- 
toxic salts. 

A^ team of np to 30 disposal’ 
specialists are stationed in Iraq 
permanently for the six to 18 
months it should take to destroy 
the chemical stockpile. 

About 70 tonnes of nerve ageat 
and 400 tonnes of mustard gas 
await destruction at Muthanna, 
U.N. e xper ts say. 

That represents what was in 
storage when the Gulf war ended 
in February 1991, as well as the 
amounts put into bulk storage 
tanks from a few of foe nerve 
agent bombs and half the total 
mustard bombs already disman- 
tled. 


U.S. ‘over?cautious’ in 



By Reid G. Miller 

The Associated Press 

NAIROBI — The U.S. military 
aif lift of food to starving people 
in Somalia, begun a month ago 
with great fanfare, is proving 
disappointing to some interna- 
tional aid officials. 

They have accused the Amer- 
icans of being overcautious about 
flying to unstable areas, unneces- 
sarily slowing the delivery of vital 
food, medicine and other sup- 
plies. 

Some members of the U.S. 
Congress also have called for a 
more active U.S. military role in 
Somalia, where more than 

100.000 people already have died 
from war and starvation. 

Two million more are critically 
at risk, and aid officials say up to 

500.000 people could die by the 
end of the year- unless. food and 
medical aid gets to them first. 

Many private aid workers are 
angry and frustrated with the 
of the relief effort, which 
; been bedeviled by marauding 
gunmen and transportation de- 
lays. Exhausted by foe sight of 
children, mothers and the elderly 
dying every day, they have lashed 
out in many directions, including 
at each other — and recent!-, 
the U.S. airlift 

Such criticism, however, draws 
.a sharp response from Washing- 
ton. 

“This airlift has saved lives and 
has moved a lot of food that 
would otherwise have not been 
moved,” Janies Konder, the head 


of the U.S. Office of Foreign 
Disaster Assistance, said - Thurs- 
day in Washington. 

“It’s difficult enough to work in 
these utterly chaotic conditions. 
For people who are supposed to 
be relief professionals to take 
potshots doesn't save any Somali 
lives and jnst makes this opera- 
tion aD the more difficult.” 

The real vi flams in Somalia, be 
said, are “the thugs on the 
ground” who threaten relief ship- 
ments. 

U.S. aircraft are an important 
part of the relief effort. But critic- 
ism of the airlift grew after the 
Americans temporarily sus- 
pended flights to the western 
town of Belet Huen two weeks 
ago when one of their C-130 
bercules cargo planes was struck 
by a stray bullet. 

“The least little thing and they 
stop,” said Bob Koepp, whose 
Lutheran World Federation has. 
been flying food to both Somalia' 
and foe besieged southern Sudan 
city of Juba in • chartered C-130s. 

“When they got shot at, I think 
that scared them half to death,” 
said Mr. Koepp, a veteran aid 
worker whose planes have landed 
at Juba under threat of shellfire 
by surrounding rebels. 

. “We’re very disappointed the 
tricans haven’t been able to 
tiy food aid into the most desper- 
ate areas of Somalia,” said fen 
Made od, a U.N, Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) official in Mogadishu, 
tire Somali capital. 

Most U.S. aid flights have been 
to the towns of Belet Huen, - 


Baidoa, Uejit and Hoddur, all 
considered relatively safe destina- 
tions. Mr. Madeod asserted that 
Germany, using two military 
tnmsall cargo planes similar to 
the G-l30s, was doing a better job 
of getting food to where it is 
needed than the Americans with 
their 14 C-130s. 

“We would like them to go to 
more places, but they have then- 
own operational restraints,” said 
Paul Mitchell, spokesman for the 
U.N. World Food Programme in 
Rome. 

“What they do in relationship 
to the others flying, foe others are 
going more places,”” Mr. Mitchell 
added. 

The World F6od Programme is 
using two C-130s chartered from 
Southern Air Transport of Miami 
to fly food to places the Amer- 
icans have not gone, including the 
southern town of Bardera. The. 
Germans also fly to Bardera. 

U.S. and private aid officials in 
Nairobi and Somalia, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
tiie Americans have not flown to 
Bardera because it is the field 
headquarters of General Moham- 
mad Farrah Aideed> one of 
Somalia's chief warlords. The 
’ Americans scratched ’the town 
from their list of destinations for 
fear of appearing to favour him, 
according to these officials. 

In Washington, however, Mr. 
Sunder said U.S. planes are pro- 
: to fly to Bardera, and “the 


idea that we are playing politics 
with it is absolutely silty." 

The C-130s leased by the 


World Food Programme cost it 
about $7,200 a flight, Mr. Mitch- 
ell, said. He said Southern Air 
Transport “is one of the few 
Hercules outfits worldwide that 
wifi go into combat situations." 

The operational differences be- 
tween the civilian Southern Air 
Transport crews and the military 
crews flying the American C-13Qs 
are striking. 

The chartered Hercules carry 
more tonnes of cargo per flight, 
inducting combustible fuel for 
power generators and g round 
transportation that U.S. military 
planes refuse to haul. German 
planes transport fueL 

When the chartered planes 
land on one of the dirt strips that 
serve many Somali towns, their 
flight crews turn off the engines, 
getting out to chat with aid work- 
ers while they are being un- 
loaded. 

The Americans land, 
their engines running for a 
getaway and do not get out of 
tiieir planes while Somali workers 
toil in the wash of their four pst 
propellers. 

“There is a view that the Her- 
cnles should normally cany about 
18 metric tonnes and the Amer- 
icans are only carrying nine met- 
ric tonnes,” said Mike McDoona, 
field director for Irish Concern in 
Somalia. 

“I don’t flunk tiie actual pilots 
are timed,” Mr. McDonna said. 
“Obviously, it’s a department of 
defence policy. ' 


MIDDLE EAST MEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S, Israel tocooperate In Dotan probe New U.N. commander arrives In Sahara 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States and Israel agreed 
Thursday to cooperat e further in the investi g a t ion involving 
ex-Israeli air force General Rami Dotan, who pleaded gjuftyto 
skimmin g milli ons of dollars in U.S. military aid to Israel. “The 
discussions were constructive and produced a framework for 
further cooperation,” according to a joint statement issued by the 
Israeli embassy after two days of talks withTJ-S. officials. It said 
senior officials of the two countries met oa Tuesday and Wednes- 
day to dkftn« “ongoing cooperation in the investigation of the 
Dotan affair.” Tire two-sentcnce statement gave no further details. 
Gen. Dotan pleaded guilty in 1991 to fraud and bribery charges in 
the case, wmch has deeply embarrassed foe Israeli military. He 
received a 13-year prison sentence. The U.S. Justice Department 
then launched a criminal investigation into whether any General 
'Electric Go. employees had bribed Dotan or other Israeli officials 
ia the rifa l y involving the sale of military jet engines to Israel. In 
July, General Electric pleaded guilty in a federal court in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, to charges of fraud, money laundering and 
corrupt business practices over the jsales from 1984-90. But tiie 
U.S. Justice and Defence departments have complained that Israel 
has refused to cooperate fully with the investigation. And 
Congressman John Dingeh, whose subcommittee has been con- 
ducting its own investigation into the affair, has charged that the 
Israeli government “stonewalled” the probe. A Justice Depart- 
ment spokesman was unavailable for oommeut on the talks with 
Israel. 

Rebels kill Turk officer, two soldiers 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (R) — A Turkish colonel and two 
soldiers were killed by Kurdish rebels in a machinegun and rocket 
ambush in southeast Turkey, officials said Friday. They said 
Hwttntirm command er UcuteaaifrGotaici Muammer Yuzsmcn was 
returning from CSzre town after inspecting military units there 
when he ran into a rebel road block near Idfl on Thursday n i ght . 
The rebels of foe Knzxfish Labour Party (PKK) then blasted two 
vehicles carrying the sold iers w ith rocket and machinegun fire, 
irifling the three. Twelve PKK rebels and eight Turkish soldiers 
were reported killed in a two-day battle which coded earlier 
Thursday in the eastern Turkish province of Bifos. More than 4,800 
people have been killed since 1984- when tiie PKK launched a 
violent independence war for Kurds in Turkey. 

PLO sentences 3 Abu Nidal guerrillas to death 

SID ON, Lebanon (R) — The Palestine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in South Lebanon has sentenced three radical Palestinian 
guerrillas to death for first degree murder, security sources said 
Friday. The guerrillas — Ayman Hamoud, Munir Al Haj andThab 
Rifid of Abu NklaTs Fateh Revolutionary Council (FRC) — were 
tried in public by a PLO mQdary tribunal at “Ain AI HSweh 
refugee camp east of Sidon, they said. Rifai was sentenced in 
absentia. It was tbe first public trial conducted by tiie PLO* in 
Lebanon since gov ernm ent troops defeated armed Palestinians in 
tiie refugee camps in the south last year, tiie sources sad. The 
sources said the court, passing sentence Thursday, ordered the 
three men shot dead. No date was set for the executions, which 
■ need the approval of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. They said the 
oourt found them guilty of killing Palestinian civilians in tiie camp 
but gave no other details. Several Palestinian guerrilas have been 
killed in the south since late last year in a power struggle between 
the FRC and the mainstream PLO group Fateh. The victims 
indude the Fateh commander in Lebanon, Lieutenant-Coloael 
Anwar Madi, and top FRC official Wahd KhaledL Abu Nidal split 
from Fateh in 1973. Two other FRC guerrillas were sentenced to 10 
years and five yearn m prison for atte mpted murder, the sources 
added. Under Lebanese latMbe PLO .ojitSbt bold trials ' in tiie 
c ountry bt^js pndire tried dK-'oikimi,; 

sometimes in secret, thexmrifes said. IJ&hewspiqier Al Nahaf~ 
quoted -a Fatefrltecurity-officral, Lieutenant-Colonel Munir M»- . 
qdah, as saying his group held 62 FRC guerrillas on charges of . 
murder or sabotage. One FRC guerrila was seriously wounded 
Thursday in a bomb a tt ac k in Scdon and gunmen IriOed a Fateh 
officer on Wednesday in the port city, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut 

Morocco gets ‘Orson Welles Square' v 

AL SAOUIRA, Morocco (AP) — A pobtic square was renamed 
Thursday after filmmaker Orson Welles, who filmed his classic 
“Othello” in this North African city four decades ago. Crown 
Prince Sidi Mohammad inaugurated Orson Welles Square in tins 
city in southern Morocco amid a festival marking tbe 40th 
anniversary of the movie. Andre Azoulay, an economic counsellor 
to King Hassan II — and who appeared in the film itself — paid, 
homage to tbe renowned director. Welles’ daughter Beatri c e, said 
in emotional remarks that she was honoured tn be in Al Samara 
and said her father cherished the time be spent here.” 

Iran appoints new chief of law-and-order forces 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s spiritual leader has appointed Brigatfier 
General Reza SetiuIIahi as commander in chief of law-and-oider 
forces, the official Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) has 
said. The agency reported late Thursday mat Ayatollah Alt 
Khamenei put Gen. SeffidtaM in charge of all foe nation’s 
(fisdpKnary forces” — police, drug e n fo rc ement and other forces 
pertaining to “state security.” Gen. Seifnllahi was a deputy interior 
minister in charge of tiie amt-drug trafficking campaign, in which 
hundreds of smugglers have been executed or jailed. Earlier, he 
was commander in chief bf tiie Revolutionary Guards in the central 
Isfahan province during the 1980-88 war with Iraq. He is in b» late 
30s. Tbe largest Iranian exile opposition group, Mujahedeen-e- 
Kbalq, claimed that the ap po in t m ent of Gen. Seifnllahi to bis new 
post was part of a dampdown on growing opposit i on to the 
government. The group, in. a telefax from its office in. Paris, 
claimed that Gen. Seifullabi was one of the “students” involved in 
the seizure of 52 Americans held hostage at the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran in 1980. It said after his war servdee, be was transferred to 
tbe guards headquarters in Tehran where he “played an active role ■ 
in foe m a ss a cr e of political prisoners” in mid-1988. The ebrim* 
could not be confirmed. 


„ -Loukaiayeh had told the judge she wants her Oregon-born 
son in the United States even though her husband was granted 
temporary custody by another judge. “At- least I could see him,” 
she said. “He needs to see both of his parents.” Ms. Sedgbi- 
Loukalcyeh left foe son, Amin Afehrezrani, in Iran after a visit 
because she did not have tiie boy’s birth certificate. Her husband’s 
father then got guardianship from Iranian court. The couple and 
tiieir son had returned to Iran in 1991, but Mr. Afshrezrani, in 
accordance with Iranian law, cancelled permission for bis wife to 
leave the country and returned to Portland alone. Ms. Sedgi- 
Loukaleyeh managed to leave Iran anyway. 

Israel reopens mission in Nigeria 

LAGOS (R) — Israel has reopened a diplomatic mission in Nigeria 
after a 19-year break following the restoration of full ties in May. 
“We attach great importance to the normalisation of relations with 
foe most populous African country,” Israeli Ambassador Moshe 
Gilboa told Renters Friday. Mr. Gilboa, who presented his 
credentials to nufitary President Ibrahim Babangjda Thursday, sa id 
had initially would study possible oil, cocoa and coal purchases 
from Nigeria. Hie and Israel was interested in selling technical 
know-how in aircraft, chemical, food, medical, commumcation and 
other fields. 

Afghan president arrives In Pakistan 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Afghan President B urban nddin' 
Raoba m arrived Friday in Peshawar, capital of North-West 
Frontier Province, for his first official visit to Pakistan. Mr. 

Rabbam wffl travel to Islamabad Saturday for tbe frmnal start of a 

two-day official visit. Tbe Afghan president, accompanied by 
Deputy Foreign Minister Najibullah Lafaie, is scheduled to meet 
Pleadent Gfaulam Ishaq Khan and Prime Minister Nawaz. Sharif. 


RABAT (R) — Belgian Colonel Andre van Baden armed in foe 
West e rn Saharan town of Laayoun Thursday to take crrei as 
of tbe U-N. 

Spanish colony, foe official 

Baden takes over on Oct. 1 from Brigadier Gem^ 

Urban of Peru who has been id command anceApnl when be took 
over from General Annand Roy of Canada. Tn cU.N. s Mmmw 
mission has been monitoring a ceasefire m the disputed territory 
for just over a year prior to bedding a self-detcttmnaoon referen- 
dum to decide its future- The referendum <mgnaHy 
January has been stalled by a dispute between P ofaano gperv uras 
fighting for independence since 1976 and Morocco which daunt foe 
area is an integral part of the kingdom. The two sides arc unable to 
agree on who is eligible to vote in foe plebiscite. The U.N. has been 
trying to break the deadlock at meetings with each side New 
York but no new date for foe referendum has been announced yet. 

Kuwait lends Lebanon $50 m for telephone 

BEIRUT (AP) — Kuwait has agreed to extend a S50- million soft 
loan to repair the Lebanese telephone system that was devastated 

by 15 yearn of civil war. Defence and Telecommunications Minister 
Michel Mutt said Thursday. The loan will be made available by 
Kuwait Bank and the Islamic Bank, Mr. Murr told newsmen after 
meeting with Kuwaiti Ambassador Ahmad Abdul Aziz Al Jassem. 
Lebanon sustained an estimated $25 billion in material losses 
daring the 1976-1990 dvil war, according to U.N. experts. At least 
$3 billion are needed to begin the reconstruction of Beirut and its 
environs. But despite two years of fragile peace, fewer than $500 
million have been pledged and less than $250 million have been 
itwHh available. The lack of reconstruction funds fuelled the 
country’s worst ever economic crisis which 'saw the Lebanese 
pound plummeting to 2,600 to the U.S. dollar. It was 2^ to tbe 
dollar before the outbreak of tbe dvil war. 

Black Hebrews get Israeli citizenship 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel granted its community of Black 
Hebrews temporary resident states Thursday, foe first step to 
citizenship for tiie controversial group which began in Chicago in 
the 1960s. The move, announced in a interior muastry communi- 
que, ended two decades of tension between the group and Israeli 
authorities. “We’re very happy with die news,” said Black Hebrew 
spokeswoman Yadah Baht-Israel. The Blade Hebrews arriv ed in 
Israel from Chicago in the early 1970s, claiming to be the true 
descendants of the biblical tribes of Israel. Today they nunjber 
about 1,300. The group is led by Ben Ami Carter. They entered 
farad on tourist visas and renounced their American citizenship in 
an effort to be accepted under Israel's “law of return” winch grants 
authomatic citizenship to Jews and recognized converts to Judaism. 
Israel does not recognise the Blade Hebrews as Jews. And the 
interior ministry consistently had refused to grant them citizenship 
through channels open to non-Jews, saying foe group had entered 
the country under false pretenses. 

Turkey moves to ban unlicensed radio channels 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has moved to ban more than 10 
unlicensed prorate radio stations operating in Istanbul, Transport 
Munster YasarTopcu said. Tbe stations, mostly transmitting music 
on unauthorised FM frequencies, were in teferin g with vital 
communication lines, Mr. Topcu told Anatolia news agency. He 
said the ministr y had asked the Istanbul prosecutor’s office to ban 
the broadcasts. “There will be chaos if people decide to go on the. 
air as they Eke. These transmissions interfere with communications 
of Istanbul airp ort, naval, coast guard and police communications, 
creating danger.” Turkish laws protect a state monopoly on radio 
and television broadcasts and private transmissions can be made 
ody on licensed frequencies. The -monopoly has been effectively 
kin tiie fast two years. b£3R&Jea5t five private television 
ks thatT>eam from Enropeair cities via satellite. 

Father ordered to retrieve son from Iran 

PORTLAND (AP) — A judge has ordered Mohammad Afshrez- 
rani to go to Iran and retrieve his three-year-old son or face a jail 
term for contempt Multnomah County District Court Judge 
Elizabeth Welch made tiie order during Mr. Afshrczrani’s divorce i 
«. jjjg w jf Cj Hafimeb Sedghi-Loukalayeh. Ms. 
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Jordan sends relief 


Salt to host architecture seminar 1 1 supplies to Pakistan 


AMMM (Petra) — Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, apne-day symposium on preserving architectural heritage 
. will be bcJd at Salt Cultural Centre Saturday (today). The 
symposimn, organised by Salt Development Corporation and the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS), mil discuss- a proposal prepared 
Tty the,. RSS to develop the centre of the town. . 

RSS to organise computer training course 

. AMMAN (Petra) — An advanced training course on computer 
applications will be held at the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
Saturday (today). The five-month training course aim* at de- 
vekjppg and training manpower working in the computer field. 
The course is designed to upgrade the level of performance erf 
worms and to help them acquire experience in methods of 
advanced programming, and developing demonstration systems 
by agin g higfa capacity computers and computer networks. The 
course is organised by the RSS Centre for Computer Technology, 
Training and Industrial Studies. 

Ma’ln’s poor receive free medical treatment 

MAD ABA (Petra) — Jerusalem Hospital, in cooperation with 
the Madaba Chapter of the Jordan Medical Association Friday 
carried out a voluntary medical day in Ma’in area, in celebration 
of Hi$' Majesty King Hussein's recovery. The day included 
medical cheek-ops for a number of needy patients who also 
received free drugs. Some of them were returned to Jerusalem 
and Madaba Hospitals for hospitalisation. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

ExMbfttkMts 

TV ^dnbitioB entitled “A Dialogue in Expression” — works on 
paper by Naz DtramuBdi, Nabfia EQhni and Dodi Tabaa at the 
National Gafiery, Jahal Luwefbdeh Park. 

* entitled “The Horizon” by Artist Qasem A1 Samir 

and Naj«h Ak RabiT at the Housing Wank Gallery. 

A Art exhibition by Turkish artist Sabafaat at the Royal Caitnral 
Centre. 

■A RriiMin of sariptare and enamel on copper by Monstefii Afi 
nd Shreea MaBa at Baladna Art Gdkiy. 

A Art exhibition entitled “ Enigma 11 by Jordanian ar c hit e ct 
Murad Bnshnaq at the British Council. 

A Exhibition of ofl printings by Jordanian artist Ahmad NaVasfa 
at AKa Art Gallery. 


☆ Arabic children’s play entitled “Juba and the Donkey” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre — 7 pan. 

S — i l ira 

■jV Seminar, hi Arabic, entitled “Journalism Between tike Martial 
arid Democratic Eras** at the Srientifie and CnKaral Centre of 
Abdul Hasaeed Shoman Foundation — 6 pjL 


. m ,v..- 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has 
sent a plane- load of relief sup- 
plies for the benefit of flood- 
victims in Pakistan and 
announced, that plans are under- 
way for supplies to die people of 

.S omalia ‘ . . 

More than three mflGon people 
were,- repotted homeless as a re- 
sult pf the flooding in the River 
Indqs and die landslides which 
■were said to have caused die 
death of 2000 people. 

Hundreds of thousands have 
been evacuated but many have 
been reluctant to leave their 
homes, according to news re- 
ports. 

The plane carried 16 tonnes of 
medical equipment and medi- 
cines, blankets, foodstuffs and 
tents to relieve the victims. 

The donation came from die 
Health Ministry, Jordanian phar- 
maceutical companies, private 
organisations and individuals, in 
addition to the Hashemite Charit- 
able Organisation (HCO). 

HCO Secretary General Abdul 
Salam A1 Abbadi represented His 
Royal Highness - Crown Prince 
Hassan in seeing off the repre- 
sentatives of die media, die HCO 
and other officials on board the 

plane. 

Dr. Abbadi said in a statement 


,that his organisation’s new ship- 
ment of relief supplies was 
“another fink in a long chain of 
charitable activities conducted 
over die past five years.” 

He recalled that Jordan sent 

huge amounts of relief supplies to. 
Sudan following that country’s, 
1985 drought and 1988 floodings 
and has sent medical teams and 
construction engineers and tech- 
nicians to set up electric and 
water networks for agricultural 
projects there. 

Dr. Abbadi said that the charit- 
able organisation has also sent 
refief supplies to Bangladesh, fol- 
lowing the floods there more than 
a year ago, medical supplies to 
the Chechen Injnsh Republic and 
relief supplies and medicines to 
the people of the Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and the Somali re- 
fugees in Yemen. He said more 
shipments will go from Jordan to 
the BosmarHerzegovina people. 

He said that in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis, HCO set up centres to 
provide supplies and humanita- 
rian assistance to 60,000 people. 

Pakistan's Ambassador to Jor- 
,dan Tareq Khan Afrirfi, who was 
'at the airport to bid farewell to 
the crew, said in a statement that 
his country appreciated the 
Jordanian people's generosity. 


Private sector 
firms grant 
scholarships 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two private 
sector firms in Jordan have 
announced plans to finance the 
education of 35 Jordanian stu- 
dents as part of their contribution 
to help the needy in response to a 
recent call by His Majesty King 
Hussein to help poor people. 

An official at the Housing 
Bank was quoted by the local 
press as announcing that the deci- 
sion was taken by the bank's 
board of directors to grant 20 
needy Jordanian students scho- 
larships to study at Jordan’s state 

universities. 

Twenty needy but promising 
students will each year be granted 
scholarships to study atthe Uni- 
versity of Jordan, Yfirmook Uni- 
versity, Mu’ta'University and the 
Jordan University of Saence and 
Technology, said the official. 

He said that the bank’s man- 
agement was now bolding contacts 
with the four universities to make 
arrangements. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan Weav- 
ing and Spinning Company 
announced that it intends to de- 
spatch 15 male and female school 
graduates this year to a number 
of Arab and foreign countries to 
acquire high-level training m the 
textile industry. 


Prince Salman voices hope for 
improved Jordan -Saudi relations 


SEVILLE (Petra) — Saudi 
Prince Salman Ben Abdul Aziz 
AI Sand, prince of the Riyadh 
region was one of the prominent 
personalities to writ the Jorda- 
nian pavflfion at the Seville Uni- 
versal Expo. 1992, whkh has just 
opened a second week of cultural 
activities. 

The prince, who was welcomed 
by Mazen Annonti, the commis- 
sioner of the Jordanian pavflfion, 
and other members of the Jorda- 
nian- committee in charge of die 
event, expressed his best wishes 
for His Majesty King Hussein’s 
continued good health and said 
he was impresse d by the display 
of Jordanian artefacts, and folk 


performance.' 

Prince S alman said be was 
proud of the “Jordanian-Saudi 
brotherly relations,” voicing 
hope that these relations would 
be further improved in the near 
future. 

Discussions between the Saudi 
prince and Dr. Azmouti focused 
on the im portance of Arab coun- 
tries’ participation in internation- 
al cultural events to reflect the 
Arab World’s “best image to the 
outside world." 

The second week of Jordanian 
cultural activities within the Sevil- 
le Universal Expo 1992 opened 
Wednesday with displays or arte- 
facts and folk performances. 
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Gammo, Zaben to run for speakership 


The week’s events indude lec- 
tures, seminars and other activi- 
ties dealing with inter-Arab rela- 
tions, Spanish- Arab ties, the his- 
tory of Andalusia and the Arabs' 
contributions to human dvflisa- 
tkm, according to Dr. Mazen 
Annonti. 

He said that the week 
will also inclnde Jorda- 
nian folkkmc events and mask: by 
a brass band from the Armed 
Forces as well as bands from 
Radio Jordan 

Jordanian pianist Rola N&bfl 
will present classical music recit- 
als and the Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Folk Troupes will pr e se n t a num- 
ber of performances. 


By Mariam M. Shahid 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two deputies have 
announced their intention to nm 
for the speakership of the Lower 
House of Parliament for the 
fourth and final session, which is 
expected to convene this fall. 

Deputy Abdul Baqi Gammo, 
an independent Islamists, who 
lobbied against the legalisation of 
political parties on religious 
grounds, haa announced his can- 
didacy along with Mohammad* 
Adoub Al Zaben. 

Mr. Zaben is the official candi- 
date of the 16-member National 
Bloc, Suleiman arar, the spokes- 
man of the bloc told the Jordan 
Times. 

With the exception of the 
National Bloc, no other bloc, in 
Parliament has pledged support 
for any candidate for the speak- 
ership thus far. 

The Constitutional Bloc, the 
Democracy Bloc; Independent 
Islamic Bloc and the Muslim 
Brotherhood say they have made 
no decision to date on who their 
candidate wfll be. The Muslim 
Brotherhood is expected to field 
current speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat for a thud consecutive term. 

There is no constitutional limit 
on the number of times a deputy 
can be elected speaker. 

While speakers for the eigfat- 



Abdul Baqi Gammo 

tnember Independent Islamic 
Bloc, the 15-xnember Constitu- 
tional Bloc said they were “very 
happy with the current speaker” 
and indicated that they would 
vote for Dr. Arabiyat’s reelec- 
tion. 

Dr. Arabiyat has been fair and 
equitable and I feel that his ex- 
perience has helped him become 
an even better Speaker of the 
House,” said Deputy Fawzi 
Tuemefa, speaker of die Con- 
servative Cbnstitional Bloc. 

The Constitutional Bloc re- 
cently lost deputy Abdul Rauf Al 
Rawabdeb, an Irbid district par- 
liamentarian, from among its 


Mohammad Adoub AI Zaben 

ranks when be decided to quit the 
bloc for political reasons. 

“Mr. Rawabdeb left us because 
we differed on political stands 
and he felt he wanted to be 
independent of any bloc during 
the last round of Parliament/' 
said Constitutional Bloc Spokes- 
man Tuemeh. 

Many deputies are expected to 
increase their public visibility 
both inside and outside Parlia- 
ment during the fourth session of 
the House in preparation for their 
reelection campaigns, say obser- 
vers in the Lower House. 

General elections are sche- 
duled for the fall of 1993. 


Week-long activities to mark child day 


AMMAN (Petra) — A commit- 
tee entrusted with preparing for 
the Arab Quid Day next month, 
has announced the completion of 
its work saying that a week-long 
programme of activities will be 
organised to mark the occasion. 

The announcement said that 
the event, to be held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, wfll be organised under die 
slogan: 'The Family... and the 
Future of the Child.” 

Starting on OcL 25, the com- 
mittee will bold a week of semi- 
nan, lectures, plays, book exhibi- 
tions and drawing competitions 
for children. The activities will 
coincide with a cultural program- 
me in observance of the Arab 
Child Day, winch wfll be orga- 
nised in the Kingdom by the 


Ministry of Culture, according to 
a committee spokesman. 

The spokesman said that the 
committee will request the Minis- 
try of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
to arrange for Friday mosque 
sermons to stress the importance 
of caring for children and the role 
of parents in bringing up children 
with foil rights and a safe environ- 
ment. 

Tire committee has arranged 
for radio and television program- 
mes to focus on the care of 
children and for seminars and 
lectures to give guidance and 
spread public awareness over the 
suitable upbringing of the new 
generation. 

The committee said a number 
of field activities, like environ- 
ment protection campaigns, visits 


to sick children in hospitals and 
institutions which care for 
orphaned children, and a charity 
bazaar to market the products of 
needy families, will also be orga- 
nised. 

In addition, the committee 
said, a tree medical treatment day 
will to be held to benefit needy 
families. 

The committee said it will con- 
duct visits to schools and organise 
poetry reciting competitions, con- 
duct health education lectures for 
the benefit of children and cany 
out other relevant activities dur- 
ing the week. 

It said that the programme was 
in implementation of resolutions 
by the National Conference cm 
Children held in May. 
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Talks at new juncture 

IN SPITE of the fact that the sixth round of Arab- 
Israeli trilateral talks in Washington has ended with 
little or no sign of tangible progress, parties to these 
negotiations appear determined to pursue the peace 
process and rightly so. This comes amidst new signs 
that movement can be expected on at least some fronts, 
most notably the Syrian-Israeli one. Negotiators from 
both shies have stated that lack of progress thus Ear has 
been nevertheless associated with first-ever discussions 
on substantive issues dividing the two countries. The 
tone of the peace talks were also described as 
“infinitely better than before.” Such new perspectives 
tefl a refreshing story, raising new hopes that the next 
round, which is projected to start on Oct. 21, wiD bear 
fruit after alL 

So all Die crawling in the Syrian-Israeli peace 
negotiations so far are viewed by all sides as 
approaching a new threshold in the peace negotiations 
and not necessarily in vain. 

. Even the Syrian spokeswoman found enough subst- 
ance in the sixth round to prompt her to describe the 
just-ended talks as not necessarily “useless.” 

- “The peace process,” the Syrian spokeswoman said 
Thursday, “is very complicated and the issues are of 
great importance. So we should use some patience.” 

. But what highlighted renewed optimism on the 
Syrian-Israeli front is the declaration of Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Faronk A1 Sharaa during his moving 
Wednesday with U.S. Acting Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger in Washing ton that his country 
was prepared and trilling to offer “total peace” to 
Israel in return for total Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territories. This scans to have been the 
sort of language that Israel has sought from the Syrian 
side since Yitzhak Rabin’s government came to power 
and insisted on having frill and complete peace with 
Damascus as condition for any territorial concessions 
with regard to the Syrian Golan Heights. It is possible 
though that Rabin had not actually counted on hearing 
the statement by Sharaa finking the offer of the kind of 
peace that Israel seeks with complete Israeli withdraw- 
al from all occupied Arab territories. It is also possible 
that the new Labour4ed government in Israel has been 
seeking an independent deal with Syria isolated from 
the other negotiating fronts especially the kind con- 
nected with the Palestinian side. The Syrian offer of 
total peace therefore throws the ball into Israel’s 
court, and it is now up to the Rabin government to 
respond in kind. Rejecting Damascus’ new offer of 
peace would certainly put Israel in the comer as the 
party that is preventing the attainment of healthy 
peat* conditions in the Middle East So, we wiD have 
to wait until October, when the talks tom will have to 

clarify mice and for all Israel’s w illingn ess to trade 
“total peace” for <( total withdrawal from Arab 
lands.” 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

JORDANIAN DAILIES Friday welcomed back King Hussein 
who has returned fully recovered and enjoying good health, 
. pledging continued efforts in his leadership and relentless 
endeavours to at tain further levels of progress. AI Ra’i daQy said 
that while welcoming the King with alTour hearts we can say that 
. his return serves as a new impetus for our renewed efforts and for 
onr continued work. The tumultous welcome accorded to the 
- King was a manifestation of unity among the Jordanian people 
" who should show further display of determination and resolve 
behind their leader to confront the challenges, said the daily. The 
-paper said the return of the knight to his community and people 
• give another motivation for their continued efforts and an 
.escalation of their various activities in all fields to achieve further 
; develo pment and build a strong nation. The paper said that the 
•return of the King should infuse in the hearts of people both in the 
■ private and public sectors added enthusiasm and zeal for work 
rand far more sacrifice as a proof of their allegiance* to the throne 
■and their loyalty to the nation. It is the duty of the Jor danian 
people, said the paper, to translate their love into practice at all 
levels and in every field, and so provide further evidenceof this 
legendary unity between leader and people. 

A COLUMNIST in AI Ra’i daily commented on die end of die 
•sixth round of talks between the Arab and Israeli negotiators in 
I Washington. The Arab parties ought to be brave 'enough and take 
Istock of the past meeting, seriously reviewing die situation ^ 
•analysing die outcome of the series of meetings, called Moham- 
mad Kharroub. So many hopes were dashed and so much 
disappointment emerged as a result of the Israeli team's intnmsi- 
genoe, reflecting die a d a man t position of the Rabin government, 
said the writer. As the first anniversary of die Madrid opening 
conference draws near, the Arab parties can dearly see t fr«t 
nothing of substance has been achieved during dm past six rounds 
of talks with the Israeli side, added the writer. He said that there 
is no justification for die Arab parties to accept die Israeli way erf 
handling and steering the peace negotiations, which yielded no 
fruitful outcome, and there is no justification for die Arabs to 
accept the idea of resuming the talks on Oct. 21, one week before 
the American presidential elections, the writer continued. He said 
that Mr. Rabin has succeeded not only in securing the U.S.' 
administration’s approval of loan guarantees fin- Israel, but also in 
changing Israel's political and diplomatic image abroad. Yet, as 
nothing has been achieved on the ground, said the writer. The 
Arab parties to the talks should reexamine the whole poatkm 
before fully agreeing to the seventh round of talks which is not 
expected to faring about much to change the present situation. 


Peaceful use proposed 
for nuclear warheads 


ROME — As the international 
co m m un ity ponders the implica- 
tions of the U.S. and Russian 
deal to cut long-range ungear 
warheads by a massive,iwo- 
thirds, scientists have come up 
with what they claims a safe and 
potentially profitable wot of dis- 
posing or me lethal warheads. 

Uranium and plutonium from 
disarmed warheads could be con- 
verted to provide energy for nuc- 
lear power stations, say scientists. 
Experts from around the wodd 
say the technology, already avail- 
able in the West, ctmld be a safe 
and economic wary of tackling one 
of the major problems posed by 
fmAffi r — disman- 

tling the world’s most dangerous 
weapons so they can never again 
be used as instruments of mass 
destruction and, just as impor- 
tant, making sure no nuclear 
materials fall into the wrong 
hands. 

The concept, an Italian initia- 
tive, is widely seen as a possible 
solution to a problem oven new 
urgency in the light of the break- 
mi of the Soviet Union and the 
dangers posed by the severe eco- 
nomic difficulties of the former 
communist bloc. The plan could 
ultimately provide valuable spin- 
offs for the non-nuclear commun- 
ity, say supp o rters, especially the 
developing nations, whose need 
for a dean source of non fossil- 
fuel energy has never been 
greater. 

Scientists, military strategists 
and diplomats from East and 
West have expressed serious in- 
terest in the idea, which would 
involve pooling technologies to 
convert fissionable material — 

inaninm and plnln ninm — to 

nuclear fuel. 

“Unlike conventional 
w e ap o n s, the critical component 
of nuclear weapons, namely the 
fissfle materials, cannot simply be 
destroyed. The only way is to 
remove these matianak as temp- 
ting sources for new nudear 
weapons and to convert them into 
fuel for nudear reactors whose 
sole purpose is the generation of 
electrical energy, said Dr. 
Harold Agnew, a leading U.S. 
nuclear scientist and former 
director of the famous Los Ala- 
mos centre, where thtv 4, of the 
U.S.’s. nudear research has been 
centred. 

“The challenge presorted by 
the potential dism antling of 
thousands of nudear weapons is 
that of ensuring that the enriched 
uranium and plutonium con- 
tamed in these weapons is not 
diverted to- other nations who 
desire a nuclear weapons stock- 
pile bat have no fisale material,” 
ne added. 

Obtaining fissfle material is 
widely seen as die major obstacle 
for nations seeking to become 
□udear powers. The known-how 
Is more readily available, say 
experts. Scientists estimate some 
groups and governments would 
be prepared to pay millions of 
doflafs fen a warhead from the 
redundant Russian and U.S. nuc- 
lear stockpiles. 

According to widely publicised 
estimates, die U.S. and Russia 
each have 100 tonnes of weapons- 
grade jntatomum and 500 tonnes 
of highly enriched uranium In 
their weapons. The historic 
accord signed b e twe en U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bush and Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin in June in 
Washington, DC win mean each side 
cutting its present arsenal of 
10,000 strategic warheads by two- 
thirds — a for greater reduction 
than was planned bytoe Strategic 
Arms Re du ction Treaty, which, 
provided for a ceding .of 8,500 
warheads for the U.S. and 6,500 
for Russia. 

There are currently an esti- 
mated 50,000 nudear warheads 
worldwide, 96per cent of them in 
the arsenals ot the former Soviet 
Union and die U.S.. Any of these 
warheads could kill up to 500,000 
people in die space erf a few 
seconds if exploded in a medium- 
sized dty, say experts. And 
although both Mr. Yeltsin and 
Mr. Bush have agreed to cooper- 
ate on disposing of waiheam in 
an environmentally safe manner, 
no tedurique has yet been agreed 
on for achieving dmT goal. 

The dangers are dear, say sci- 
entists. “These days, it does not 
tyfce much imagination fO fCCOg- 
nise factions and movements 
which would put to death die 
historical opponent if the means 
to do so amid be obtained by 
purchase or theft,” said Dr. 
Richard Garwin, a U.S. nudear 


the U.S. gove rnm ent on nxQftaxy 
technology and aims control 
“Threats might even be posed by 
less fanatical groups,” he added. 

One plan under discussion is 
for Russia, which owns die Boa's, 
share of die former Soviet Un- 
ion’s nudear arsenal, to sell its 
excess fissfle material to the West 
for conversion to fuel fin- nudear 
reactors. Another would involve 
a system of sharing the technology 
to favour the development of 
nuclear power in the former com- 
mnoist nations and beyond, albeit 
under strict supervision and with 
vastly improved safety provisions 
and better-built reactors. 

Dr. Knnihikft Uematsn, direo- 


By Clare Patrick 


tor general of die Nudear Energy 
Agency at die OECD (Organisa- 
tion for Economic Cooperation and 
Development), says Russia's excess 
warheads could be dapped to conver- 
sion facilities in France, the 
U.K., Germany or Belgium 
under die strict supervision of the 
U.N.’s International Atomic 
Energy Agency. Tf there is suffi- 
cient excess capability in the 
West, why not offer it to the 
former Soviet Union, which 
needs financial and technological 
hdp7”, said the Japanese-born 
scientist “Of course, we would 
need to bring die materials from 
the ex-Soviet Union to the West, 
but that part of the cost would not 
be excessive.” 

“We need action. We are run- 
ning out of time,” he added. 
“No-one wants to have these 
materials floating around.” 

The U.S. and Japan also have 
the technology to convert fissfle 
material* into nudear reactor 
-'fad, though these nations would 
be too far from Moscow to take 
delivery of pfartotmun or ura- 


nium. Russia nas at least part of 
the technology, but lacks the 
capital to cany oat the conver- 
sion on a large scale. The techni- 
que involves dflnting highly co- 
uched u r a niu m and M wiifing pht- 
tonmm mtn a mhmri oxide of 
p lutoniu m and snanB L That 

flp-acfn r|»teg fty* fiiaato materials as 

potential weapons and converts 
them into a fad for prodnemg 
nndear-powered electricity. 

Dr. Uemaisu stresses that the 
conversion process could only be 
«nA»rtair«i by a i Muirffii l of na- 
tions, o p e ra tin g under the tight- 
est security. *The handling of 
ptatonmm, in particular, is a very 
very sensitive technology and not 
many countries have it at the 
moment,” he said. “There is no 
wish to p rol if erate such technolo- 
gy to other countries, so when we 
speak of the conversion and treat- 
ment of phxtonhnn that should 
only be none by countries who 
firstly, haye the plutonium, 
secondly, have a stable political 
situation and thirdly, have no 
possibility of going into nudear 
weapons production. If yon apply 
all those criteria, you end np with 
a very small number of cram- 
tries, be added. “These axe the 
ones who.should be helping the 
former Soviet Union.” 


“According to esti- 
mates, the U.S. 
and Russia each 
have 100 tonnes of 
weapons-grade 
phrtoniom and 500 
tonnes of highly 
enriched uranium 
In their nuclear 
weapons.” 


The Russian gover nm ent' is 
already firmly committed to the 
principle of co nv e rtin g nudear 
technology to civilian purposes, 
hut is daunted by the sole of the 
costs involved. Viktor Mfldudkrv, 
min ist er for atomic energy in the 
Russian government, says simply 
destroying the nudear arsenal 
will cost an estimated $1.5 billion 
and take around 20 years. “We 
have already destroyed 20 per- 
cent of oar nuclear arsenal* and 
the proposals made by President 
Yeltsin at the end of last year 
mean it is expected to destroy at 
least a further 50 per cent,” said 
Mr. Mikhailov. “Conversion of 
nudear weapons is another task. 
If s extremely difficult any very 
complex.” 

According to Mr. Mikhailov, 
one in every three people on- 
ployed in Russia's nudear indus- 
try is currently engaged in finding 
new peaceful outlets fin- the far- 
mer stqierpower’s massive milit- 
ary machine. “By 1995, that fi- 
gure will be one in two,” said the 
minister. Pro g ra m mes under way 
involve using mililiiy production 
Hoes to design and bold goods 
for the civilian market, incmrfhig 
telecommunications systems, 
computers, fiber-optics, televi- 
sion and radio sets and research 
into nudear medicine. 

But lack of capital is holding 
other conversion technology 
back, say the Russians. “We are 
wilting to listen to ^proposals 
from all countries who want to 
become involved with us, but 
they most understand they are 
going to have to pay,” said Mr. 
Mikhailov. Lt. Gen. J Sergei 
Zctentaov, deputy chief of die 
aimed forces of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS), is sfrmlariy Wnnt in his call 
tortinandal backing. “The world 
can only be saved from the most 
dangerous weapons ever created 
by mankind with the cooperation 
of all the members of the interna- 
tional c o mmuni ty,” he said. 

According to some scientists, 
c o nv ert in g fissile material to nnc- 
lear reactor fad could make eco- 
nomic seme. An Italian study has 
calculated that the co nve r si on of 
the world's supply of highly en- 
riched uranium would give a net 


benefit of between $50 and $60 
bfllian in energy sales, once afl 
foe overhead had been paid for. 
“That is not enough fa P**t the 
world to rights,” said Prot Mario 
SSvestri, project coordinator for 
Italy’s STBS, an organisation 
which grams scientists concerned 
about ethical and devetepmeut 

- issues and winch hosted the 
Rome conference, together with 
Italy's De Gasped Foundation, 
founded to promote wodd peace. 
“But it is a significant mm, and 
more imp ortantly, the process 
wonld achieve foe aim of des- 
troying iin»fminc»ife» of war and 
rendering them irreversible.” 

Some e xpe rt s say the financial 
aspect^ is a secondary issue. 
“They should proceed irrespec- 
tive erf whether it is economically, 
viable or not,” said Dr. Wyn 
Llewelyn, a British scientist ana a 
-. member of the Atomic Energy 
Authority. “Speed is of para- 
mount imp o rta nce.” 

One oFthe major drawbacks to 
the conversion plan is public con- 
cern ova- the safety aspects of 
nudear power, especially at the 
nudear giant s bum in the former 
c oramranst Mock. The explosion 
at the Chernobyl nudear power 
plant m the Ukraine in Apnl 1986 1 
is a constant reminder of the scale 
of the damage that can be 
wrought when reactors are poorly 
designed, or man- 

aged. Scientists say new reactors 
are needed, with modem designs 
that have built-in safeguards. 
“These co n c er n s will persist until 
d ras tic changes are made in the . 
design of die next generation of I 
nudear power reactors,” said 
U.S. nuclear scientist Dr. 
Agnew. 

According to Dr. Agnew, it is 
now technically feasible to build 
reactors which are so safe that 
even Iranian error need not be a 
w o rry . “Reactors can be designed 
which do not depend on mecha- 
nical devices for their safe opera- 
tion and for winch the safety is 
independent of any actions taken 
by the operators, he said. 

Dr. Agnew favours a system of 
tearing reactor fuels to countries 
which are non-nuclear nations 
and which seek to introduce or 
expand nudear energy program-., 
mes. He proposes the setting up 

_of an international nudear fad 

; bank. The. fuel would be owned 

- by the midear nations 'and sup- 

plied on lease to other countries. 
That would ™b. it to 

control the material itself 
and would ensure that spent fuel 
was returned for recycling, this 
reducing the problem a toxic 
waste being di sposed -of in an 
irresponsible manner, he. says. 


THIS WEEK IN PRINT 

Washington talks: 
‘Tug-of-war with 
no fruitful results’ 


wnn socn safety procedures m 
operation, the benefits of nudear 
energy could be passed an to the 
developing nations, say scientists. 
“B could Be a means of avoidiiig 
using fiosril fuels and therefore 
global warming,” said Dr. 
Dewdyn. “The developing na- 
tions could benefit from an accd- 
eration in nudear pro gram mes by 
using fissfle materials liberated 
from these nndear warheads.” 
Added Dr. Agnew; “The de- 
veloping nations are in dire need 1 
of electrical energy. Without it 
they will never develop. Most of | 
than have no indigenous fossfl- 
fnd sources. Many of them have 
been stri pping their forests of 
wood to nuu and are creating 
man-made deserts.” 

Russians have stressed the pre- 
cautions they ate nting to mom- 
tor their nuclear stockpiles winks 
d e cisions are t aken over bow to 
dispose <rf them — a fact widely 
conceded by Weston scientists. 
Said Dr. XJeweiyn: “The Rus- 
sians are certainly very careful 
and e x trem e ly responsible in the 
way they are transporting and 
arming to store the materials.” 
Sumlariy, OS aimed forces} 
deputy chief Lt Geo. Zetentsov 
says he wants to allay fears of a 
so-called brain drain erf Russian nuc- 
lear scientists to higb-payingfbrejgn 
countries. “In the nuclear indus- 
try, only two to three thousand; 
people have access to the in- 
formation ... At the Nfimstre of 
Defence, the number of military' 
personnel knowing the details cif 
a nudear warheatf construction is 
very limited and contains some 
thousands of men. S o the possi- 
bflity of the information .(praia) 
drain practically does not exist,* 
he said. 

But the Russian general is also 
amrions to make it dear that no 
conversion progr amm e cm be 
seen as a magic cure for the- 
darners posed by the presence of 
nudear wea p ons. In spite of die 
massive ads agreed by presidents 
Yeltsin and Bush, nudear re- 
search — and field tests — will 
continue in both Russia and the 
U.S., be says. In spite of the new 
entente b e tw een the old super-, 
power enemies, neither side 

wants to be left withou t a mode m 

arsenal, sfaopld new friendships 
crumble. But research will also 
continue because, no matter how 
tight the safeguards, there is al- 
ways the chance that the frituie 
may bring the unwanted news 
that die wodd now has what the 
general describes as “new nndear 
dob members”. World News 
link. 


IN THE past week commenta- 
tors and cbtamnists in the daily 
press gave prominence to the 
expected return of King Hus- 
sein to Jordan, expressing the 
Jordanian people’s rejoicing 
ova the great occasion. 

Columnists and editorials 
also tackled the Middle East 
peace process, the situation in 
Iraq and the Arab World and 
tackled a variety of domestic 
issues of concern to die public. 

On die subject of peace pro- 
cess, Sawt AI Shaab daffy called 
for an outright Arab boycott of 
the peace negotia tio ns, describ- 
tag them as fat&e and a waste ot 
time. 

While Israel is showing in- 
creased i ntran s i gence the Un- 
ited States is manifesting Us 
Mas towards the Rabin govern- 
ment's policies at the negotiat- 
ing table and in the occupied 
Arab territories, said die daily. 

Israel, the papa added, was 
trying to gftfa more time and 
stall any settlement, while the 
American administration was 
going along with that game and 
i gnor in g the Arab demands 
and Arab feelings, said the 
daily. 

A columnist in Sawt AI 
Shiuih dail y described the talks 
ta Washington as a tng-cf-war 
between tike Arabs and Israel, 
with no frnitfal result. Salameh 
Ekour said Hiaf while Israel is 
aiming at a separate peace with 
Syria ova the Golan Heights, 
the Arabs are still hoping that 
p ressure would be exerted on 
toe Rabin government to im- 
plement U-N. Security Council 
resolutions. 

The writer said that whfle 
each tide is reaffirming its 
stand, die United States, which- 
is supposed to be a fair judge, 
is showing total bias towards 
Israel, with President Bush de- 
daring Wash i ngton wonld 
guarantee Israel’s complete su- 
periority ova the Arab fences 
put together. Therefore,, til®, 
.writer coududed, tocbflateralj 
-and the nrattfltoeral talks ’ are- 
not expected to achieve any 
positive results. 

The majority of people in 
Lebanon, Syria and Jordan are 
convinced that the negotiations 
in Washington wfl] achieve no- 
thing for them. At the same 
time, there is a strong apposi- 
tion inside the occupied Arab 
lands to the ongoing negotia- 
tions and. therefore, they can 
decide whether to keep then- 
negotiators in Washington or 
not, said toe writer. 

.He said that the Palestinians 
can not {mil out unilaterally 
from the negotiations and any- 
thing in this respect should be 
done in concert with the otter 
Arab parties. 

Taber AI Udwan said that 
for the Arabs to achieve any- 
thing af alt at the Washington 
parley, they should stick 
together and negotiate on all 
fronts shnohaneoudy. At the ■ 
same tone, said the cohumnst- 
wbo writes for AI Dnstonr, the 
Palestinians should be sup- 
ported in their position of 
opposing Israel’s offer of self-- 
ad ministration which can not 
achieve the aspirations of the 
Palestinian pebple. 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUah 

He said that if Arabs are 
determined not to lose toe 
chance of negotiations they 
ought to adhere strongly to 
their rights . 

Despite all toe reaffirma- 
tions on the part of the nego- 
tiating parties that they adhere 
to a comprehensive settlement, 
one can not help remaining 
apprehensive of toe thought 
that Israel and the United 
States might succeed in impos- 
ing separate peace treaties on 
the Arabs, said Saleh AI Qal- 
lab in AI Dustour daily. 

The writer said that through 
the Camp David Accords 
Washington succeeded in 
separating Egypt from the rest 
of the Arab World, and 
through the Golan Heights 
Washington and Israel are 
hoping to take Syria oat of the 
negotiating arena, leaving the 
other occupied Arab territories 
under Israel’s control-' 

A columnist in Sawt AI 
Shaab daily attacked the West- 
ern powers which were prompt 
- to attack Iraq ffar its occupation 
of Kuwait and faflure to come 
to the help of the Gulf stales 
when Iran occupied Aha Musa 
irfnmi ^ the Gulf. 

Saiamah Ekour said that by 
occupying Abu Musa Island 
the Iranians proved they were 
intent on expanding, but the 
Western powers proved that 
they tod not give any real 
regard to Arab interests. He 
asked why there was not 
another Desert Storm to evict 
the Iranians from occupied 
Arab territory. • 

The U.S.-led aggression on 
Iraq was not launched to evict 
die Iraqis from Kuwait, but 
iatiwr to destroy the Arab 
power found in Iraq and secure 
the interests of the West in the 
(rfl fields and those of Israel m 
the occupied Arab lands toe 
writer smd. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i said 
the United .Arab Emirates mi 
; (UA^ deseryes all. Arab sup-. - 
' poet for ’ its stand vis-a-vis 
* Iran’s occupation of the Abu .. . 

. MuSa Island. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said that 
• there mart be total Arab con- 
sensus and solidarity with re- 
gard to tins sensitive question 
but, at tiie same time, we 
should expect solidarity among 
the Arabs not only with regard - 
to the UAE island but con- 
cerning all Arab issues, includ- 
ing the sanctions on Iraq. 

The writer said that toe 
Arabs can seize the UAE.is- 
land as an opportunity to end 


their differences and embark, 
on meaningful steps, leading to 
genuine solidarity. 

Abdul Rahim Omar, a col- 
umnist in AI Ra’i daily, said 
that Iran was allowed to 
occupy toe Abu Musa Island as 
a reward for its part in toe 
conspiracy against Iraq during 
the 30-nation aggression on 
Iraq. The writer said that Iran 
has now turned down the Sy- 
rian mediation efforts and is 
ignoring Arab countries’ bids 
for reconciliation, assured of 
continued Western support for 
its actions against the Arabs. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i Ara- 
bic daily discussed higher 
education in Jordan calling cm 
toe Higher Education Council 
to allow all students to study 
any subject, of their choice, at 
the private and state universi- 
ties of Jordan. 

Fakhri Kawar said that stu- 
dents unable to find the right 
seats for the right subjects are 
going abroad causing the coun- 
try great losses in hard curren- 
cy. The writer said that toe 
council should take measures 
providing facilities for Jorda- 
nians to study in the Kingdom. 

Tareq Masarweh, a col- 
umnist in A] Ra’i daily, said 
that Jordan was hiring a great 
deal of money as a result of 
continued U.S. pressure and 
the siege imposed on the Aqaba 
Port. At least JD 125 million 
has been lost in transit business 
in toe past few months as a 
result of toe Western naval 
forces’ continued siege im- 
posed on the port, the writer 
said. 

He said that toe time has 
come for Jordan to raise its 
voice in protest, it can do that 
by palling out from the peace 
negotiations in Washington. 

A columnist in AI Dustour 
said that the go ver nm ent has 
failed so far to enact a law 
banning alcohol in public, 
,altl£gigh this was a persistent 
-demand on the part of.Parfia- 
megk members. The time for 
toe ^sumption of Parliament’s 
ordinary session is drawing 
near, bat there are no indica- 
tions that the government 
would submit a draft law to the 
House for debate or approval, 
said Mohammad Subeihi. 

The writer said that perhaps 
toe government is apprehen- 
sive about the whole issue, 
fearing that the subject would 
enflame the situation and 
cause confrontation between 
toe legislative and executive 
branches of government. 



Europe, economy to dominate 
Britain’s Labour Party conference 


By Steve Began! 

Reuter 

LONDON — Briton’s opposi- 
tion Labour Party, still smar ti n g 
after a fourth successive election 
defeat, gathers next week for its 
annual co n fer en ce with a new 
leader faring internal division, 
over its future. ■ 

John Smith, the 54-year-old 
Scottish lawyer who won a .con- 
test for the Labour leadership in 
July, will attempt to stamp his 
authority on the conference. 

One erf his aims wfll be to head 
off any - squabbling . over why 
Labour lost a general, election in 
April against a Conservative gov- 
ernment battling de epeni ng re- 
cession and rising - unemploy- 
ment. 

- ' Europe may come- to his aid. 

last week’s .-withdrawal of 
sterling from the European Ex- 
change Rate Me c hanism (ERM) 
ami it& effective devaluation has 
concentrated the political debate 
in Bricam on the future of the 
European CommiiiiityfEC) and 
ratification of the Maastricht 
TYeaty on closer European umon. 

And that debate, coupled with 
expected condemnation of the 
go v ernme nt’s handfing of the 
stating crisis, is likely to domin- 
ate the conference in the north- 
west English resort of BtacfcpooL 


Mr. Smith, formerly Labour’s 
cxxmonric spokesman and stanch- 
ly pro-European, argued for Bri- 
tain to enter toe ERM long be- 
fore forma Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher grodgingty defer- 
red to ter min isters and allowed 
storting's entry in 1990. 

Labour's pro-European stance 
has irritated some of' its more 
left-wing members who — tike 
many rebel Enro-sceptics in the 
Conservative Party — believe the 
EC has prevented Britain from 
emerging from its longest reces- 
sion me. the 1930s. 

Tbc party’s National Executive 
Council (NEC) has rejected calk 
by some leftwingers to back a 
referend um on Maastricht — 
which must have produced a sigh 
of relief £n tire office of Prime 
Minister John Major, the cn nc i i l 
EC president. 

An affiance of Labour and 
Conservative rebels could have 
technically defeated the govern- 
ment on the r e feren d um issue. 
Most pofls show the treaty would 
founder if put to the British peo- 
ple in a ballot. ’ 

The NEC vote was a defeat fi>r 
New Zealand-bom Bryan Gould, 
■who challenged Mr. Smith for the 
■jwty leadership after the resigna- 1 
than of Neal Kmnock. It remains 
to be seen whether Mr. Gould 
wffi boy the hatehet at toe con- 


ference and toe the party line. 

" TOsj s a matter of ovoridiiig 
constitutional im p ort a nce involv- 
ing a major shift of economic 
derision-making which will alter 
tiie political destiny erf this coun- 
try, Mr. Gould said on Wednes- 
day. 

U I find it deeply offensive for 
toe French, Irish and Danes to be 
consulted (in referenda) but not 
the British.” 4 

Despite the Europe debate, 
Mr. Smith wfll not get off without 
some browbe ating. The confer- 
ence agenda contains a number of 
resolution critical of Labour’s 
election campaign 

A party study of the election 
coududed that voters’ fears of a 
tax-increasing Labour govern- 
ment, fuelled by tiie Conserv a tive 
jtabloid press, swung the tide 
against Labour. 


r . Mr. Smith played a prominent 
role in the election campa ign 
fthanma T aK/wW® 


to fund welfare and education. 

Labour’s traditional w o r ki n g 
ctoi vote was partly lost in the 
Iswls to Mrs._ Thatcher whose 
more nationalist, grt-ricb-qnidc 
policies appealed to younger 
fta^conar workers. 

■ Smith’* high tax proposals 
Jbo famed off a large section Of 
the middle class vote. 
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(Ccafiased from pave 1) 

•occupied Jordanian taods| and 
various aspects , of security, in- 
dnding settlements,” he said. 

"There is a baric difference in 
approach by the two rides. We in 
Jordan want an agenda with as iflacb 
clarity as possible in older co dnw a 
well-defined framework that would 
facilitate negotiatioiis later on. Hie 
Israelis, on the other hand, would fite 
a more general, tea committal agen- 
da H>»t would defer disagreement s 
nntfl later. We fed *h*> *!«■ a nn r r m rli 
of the Israeli* a Dot pxnxaOiirtyproc- ' 
tied as it tries to blur the issues and 
deal wife the periph er al hues now 
rather than with the central ones. 

“We also fed that the fine between 
the nroltitaitcral and the bilateral 
negotiations is not dearly defined. 
There are many items on our agenda 
that have both bilateral and multi- 
lateral dimensio ns. We fed that we 
have been pot in a position where, at 
times, we would be asked by the 
hraefis to defer damnin g a certain 
issue to the multilateral arena, ody eo 
find om there that it should be cSacns- 
sed in the bilaterals. We cannot 
afford to have the issues Mured in 

such a manner, and we fed that there 

are pofiticai and legal dfmcnsiOBS to 

such issnes that have to be addressed 
in the bOateral tfiaran«ions. while 
other dimensions, such as regional 
cooperation, can- be deferred to the 
multilateral arena.” 

"To sum up, the round saw a 
process of unfolding of the two sides' 
positions on the issues where it is now 
much dearer where each of the two 
sides stand. As soefa, there was lateral 
movement, but not one that produced 
much forward progress. Our overall 
assessment is that we have not de- 
tected any strategic in the 

Israeli position that is of significance. 
What seemed to be flexible Israeli 
public statements from the Rabin 
government have not been reflected 
in the negotiating room m our trade.” 

Dr. Mnasher said the two rides 
were taking time to agree on the 
agenda and fed that that is not time 
wasted because the twosides are 
trying to agree on the “angles’' that 
the issues are to be approached and 
disenssed. “If it’s going to r>A<- more 
time now to agree on an agenda and 
then move faster later on with the 
negotiations, then we dunk it is worth 
it,” be said. 

Dr- Muasher explained that die 
lateral movement which has taken 
place during this month lies in that 
both sides have tried different word- 
ings that both rides can agree on in 
the agenda. He indicated that the two 
sides have been “somewhat success- 
ful” at bridging the gap on some 
issues, including water and the issue 
of the comprehensiveness of dm set- 
tlement as a goal of the peace pro- 
cess. Proposals and counter proposals 
were exchanged on other issues, he 
said, adding that he cannot report 
much progres s on those issues. 

On die issue of coamrebenaveaeac. 
Dr. Mnasher indicated feat the Isn£&' 
delegation lias acknowledged that the^ 
goal of the 'peace process should -fee,-- 
m addition to cither things, reaching a 
co mpr ehens iv e peaceful settlement. 
“What the Israeli understanding of 
such comprehensiveness is not, of 
course, very dear yet became we 
have not entered into any duensnon 
of the issue. But there mere fact that 
the* word has been included, we feel, 
is a change, probably the only signifi- 
cant change on the Israeli position in 
this round,” he said. 

He explained that the informal 
discussions the two sides are having 

do mx constitute “negotiations in the 
real sense,” but have more to do with 
exploring the other side’s position. 
He indicated that the two sides hkve 
exchanged many papers — proposals 
on different items on the agenda, aH 
which mil be st u di e d closely after 
which the two sides will “hopefully 
come back with some new ideas.” 

Asked whether be felt it was time 
for the U.S. to step in before the 
seventh round so that the two sides 
agree on the agenda. Dr. Mnasher 
said Jordan feeb tint the U.S- should 
play and is playing a very important 
role in the process. He indicated that 
die Jordanian delegation agreed with 
U.S. officials to “coosahr between 
-dm rounds, as was the case in cdtikr. 
rounds, in order to bridge some of the 
gaps in order to create some forward 
movement. 

Itamar Rabinovich, bead of Israel's 
negotiating team with Syria, saB on 
arming at Td Aviv’s Ben GOrioo 
airport: “We are returning home with 
a sense of aoco m pHshment." 

On the talks with Syria, Mr. Rabi- 
novich said: “We understand each 
other possibly better than before.” - 

However, he also cauti o ned, “we 
do not agree on a number of issued, 
such as the nature of peace.” 



it is 


Israel has laid it will not discuss any 

“ ter rit oria l ooncew i oua” m the Gobn 
.■until Syria declares 
to come to a fall 

_ filtl d i |p | ftiniilii‘' 

open borders, and nonnalisatiarf of 
trade arid commerce. . 

Mr. Rabinovich noted dm 
Foreign Minister Faronk A1 
used “a very attractive .term, total 
peace, but he linked it to local with- 
drawal, and actually not just to total 
withdrawal from Syrian territory, but 
from sB Arab land.” He raid brad 
stifi a ssess ing exactly what Syria 
xfing. - - 
hading the 
with the Palestinians, 
Friday Israel was waiting for .a 
response co a series of proposals on 
how a transitional autonomy plan 
could be impteneoted m the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Rabin has suggested the poso- 

bOity that Israel form a confederation 
with P a l estinians after the autonomy 
period. 

Mr. Rabin said Jews bad a right to 
aB of “oretz had," but he w 
against creating a ‘greater Israel 
given the reality of the territories’ 
population. 

“I don’t want to add 1.7 mfllioo 

Palestinians as citizens of the stale of 
Israel. .. in the can c ut circumstances, 
I prefer a Jewish state over a bina- 
tional state,” he said. 

Israel’s delegation . to tile 
talks in Washington returned to 
Friday as Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin criticised the frameriork of the 
talks in a published interview. 

Mr. Rahm faulted the miw for 
bring part of an international confer- 
ence rather than direct negotiations. 

“The Arab parties ... come at the 
same tuw to the same place. This fact 
creates a dbngcroos fink” between 
the different negotiations, Mr. Rabin 
said hi an interview in the army’s 
Bamahane magazine published 
Thursday. 

“Therefore this formula is not 
i dea L Israel agreed to it under press- 
ure, and I inherited it,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

He said history showed that Arab 
countries never readied 
with brad in negotiations in an inter- 
national format. . 

Pa l est inian and Syrian delegates 
said there was no - progress in the sarth 
round of talks. 

“Unfortunately, ^ peace process 
hat h mn jiK t rt>f. Palestinians nnH»i«g 
but more suffering,” Palestinian 
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi said in 
Washington Thunday. 

“We have hied to make this peace 
process a constructive, positive pro- 
cess that would bring concrete 
i on the ground, and, nnfortn- 
it hasn’t happened.” die 

And Syrian spokeswoman Bushra 
Kanafimi told an Egyptian radio sta- 
tion: "We made do progress in this 
round.” 

Sources dose to. Mr. Rabin said 
Fridw the prime minister was furious 1 
at Education Minister Sfmlarait Alooi 
for saying lie would tfaie 

.entire Heights for fuD-- peace- with 
Syria. 

“The prune iMfiistPT. co 

what she said in the newqwper, said it 
is baseless. It has no ground in reality. 
He said it is nonsense.” Mr. Rabin's 
spokesman said of Ms. Atom's com- 
ments to the mass-drcuIatioQ news- 
Yerfioth Ahrouoth. 
said Mr. Rabin would meet 
ministers in Ms. Aloni’s Meretz 
alliance Sunday to dhensi her foture. 
Ms. Akmi, an outspoken leftist, has 
also generated controversy by criticis- 
ing ubra-rcligioos Jews.- 

Mr. Rabin’s office called Ms. Ato- 
m's comment about the Golan 

“foofehuess.” 

It said Mr. Rabin summoned her 
and other ministers from the Meretz 

to the continued tenmeof Ms.*/^*^ 
within tiie government.'’ 

Mr. Rabin intended co teU the 
education minister he holds her re- 
sponsible for any go v er nm ent criris, 
said a government source, re ferri ng 
to the Soas religious party’s threat to 
withdraw from Mr. Rabin’s cabinet 
over her another remark on sottfiera* 
prayers. - 

However, the gov er nment source 
said Mr. Rabin was unfikriy to re- 
move Ms. Akmi despite demands 
from religious parties. Mr. Rabin 
needs Merctz’s 12 voes in partjmnent 
to stay in power, the source noted, 
speaking on copditkm of anonymity. 

What upset Mr. Rabia was Ms. 
Atom's s t a te m e nt in YecBoth Ahro- 
uoth that “Rabin will agree to return 
the Golan Heights in e x rJumg r; for 
full peace. He’ll do it in stages.” 

Mr. Rabin called these statements 
“foolishness and folly which have no 
basis in reafity,” a rr or dmg to the 
statement from his office. 


Iraq denounces American plan 


, f 


(Continued from page 1) 

and Japan. Many of the assets, 
including S1.4 btOkm in the Un- 
ited States, were frozen two years 
. ago after the invasion^ f _ 

Diplomats say the revised re- 
solution has the support of Japan, 
Britain and France, other foreign ' 
countries where Iraq kept large 
sums of ml money. 

The Unite d Nati ons would be 
able to confisc ate up to $200 
million from each country hold- 
ing Iraqi ofl revenues, btat would 
not be allowed to touch money 
claimed by Iraq’s creditors. 

The' accounts would be reiitt- 
buned when the sanctions are 
lifted. 

In addition, Saadi Arabia and 
, Turkey would be allowed to sell 
: Iraqi oil they have been storing 
since the invasion, and tarn over 
the proceeds to the Unified Na- 
* lions. 

Last fall, the United Nations 
bad proposed to let Iraq sell $1.6 
trillion of oil in a one-time exclu- 
sion from sanction s to pay for 
U.N. operations in Ir^ and 
Inn’s promised reparations to 
victims of the invasion- But Iraq 
refused the terms of the sale. 


Foreign Minister Sahaf met 
Thursday 'with UX o ffi c ials in 
New York to explore resuming 
uegotiations about a possible $1.6 
ftUioii ofl sale. 

"He opened the possflriKty of 
resuming talks regarding the sell- 
ing of oil,” said Mr. Ayala Lasso 
of Ecuador. 

Mr. Sahaf held exploratory 

meetings with Mr. Ayala Lasso as 
well as non-aligned members of 
the council bottl.N. officials said 
he had not yet requested any. 
fonnal talks wfth them on resum- 
ing a3 sales. 

The Iraqi nrinister saM his mam 

objection to the U.N. reso luti ons 
demanding Iraq sefl $1.6 b flhon 
worth of ofl over a six-month 
period was that, the amo u n t was 
mfn ffiMent, according to envoys 
at the meetings. 

Instead he proposed Iraq begin 
ofl sales with $4 bflfion, an objec- 
tive almost certain to be rejected 
by the councfl on groends the 
initial complicated plan, wMbh 
involves heavy U Jf. monitoring, 
needed to be tested first 

Mr. Sahaf said that Iraq, if « 
could increase its ofl flows, would 
even donate five per cent of the 
revenues to UJi. relief projects 




I had no voice and so much to say 


By A. H. Raskin 


NEW YORK — As the national 
labour correspondent of The New 
York Times fin* more than 40 
years I always considered a vib- 
rant; principled union movement 
a hallmark of American democra- 
cy. My missiqn, I felt, was to 
bring together organised labour, 
employers, the workers and gov- 
emment. 

- My most valuable tool, I 
thought, was making sense of the 
turmoil. I was wrong. My most 
valuable tool is words, the words' 
1 can" now use only with difficulty- 
My voice Is debilitated — 

.mute, a prisoner of a communica- 
tion system damaged by a stroke 
that las robbed me of language. 

Individuals who have had a 
stroke battle against the twin 
demons of frustration and de- 
pression. Their recovery period is 
maddeningly gradual. Some re- 
main per manen tly incapacitated 
and usable to care for them-, 
selves. 

I am fortunate to have had 
sufficient recovery that I am phy- 
sically independent;' to speak, 
however, demands great effort. I 
am limited to short utterances. 

.The stroke happened in 
September 1990 at a time when I 
coold take delight in my good 
health and vigour as a widower 80 
years young. I bad recently met 
Marjorie Neflcrag, c u rator of a 
■photographic gallery and the 
woman who would become my 
wife. 

* On Sept. 29, a Saturday, 
Marge and I went to the funeral 
of a union leader at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral. We walked home and 
had lunch, planning to catch a 
train for Sparing Valley to visit 
Marges daughter. We never did. . 

During lunch I noticed that my 
right arm was getting heavier; 
then I passed out Marge realised 
I was in trouble and pushed me 
back into my chair. 

The ambulance took me to the 
e m erge n cy room of New York 
Hospital. There, a CAT scan 
'confirmed that t had raftered a 


cerebral-vascular accident — in 
layman’s terms, a stroke — 
caused by an embo fis m blocking 
tile blood flow to the main artery 
feeding the brain. 

An e x pe rim ental drug, Emi- 
nase, was administered, prevent- 
ing farther damage within the left 
brain ip an area that controls 
speech, reading comprehension 
and writing. The medical term for 
- tins disorder is aphasia. 

I was shell-shocked and dis- 
oriented, unaware of what was 
. hap pe ni ng to me. I desperately 
wanted to make sense of the 
confusiOD', but every time I tried 
'to express myself nothing came 
out. 

I was forced to remain silent 
and could not follow tether verbal 
or written commands. Words 
soanded to me like jargon, as 
though the people around me 
spoke a foreign tongue. I could 
neither comprehend nor use lan- 
gnage. 

In addition, the stroke left my 
right arm and leg semi-paralysed. 
I by in bed, staring blankly and 
feeling helpless. 

Over tire next few days my 
doctors recorded marked im- - 
jffoyement My most notable and 
rapid accomplishment was to 
walk without assistance. 

After long and tedious hoars 
timing which Marge rotated my 
legs and, most importantly, gave 
me enc o ura g ement, it was a bles- 
sing to be able to walk to her once 
again. My understanding of sim- 
ple conversion also seemed to be 
retaining. I began to produce 
what I thought were words, but 
the puzzled look on tire faces of 
my audience showed me that my 
long-awaited words were mere 
gibberish. . 

. Then, little by little, people 
began reacting to my vocalisa- 
tion. Imagine my refief at again 
being able to expres s my basic 
needs with a single word such as 
“eat,” “drink” or “toilet.” 

Each utterance involved deep 
concentration and struggle. Each 
“new” word was received with 
elation by my family and friends. 


A baby must be exerted like that 
when be utters his first “mama." 

It is difficult to convey the 
depth of my emotional solitude. I 
did not fed like A~H. Raskin. I 
now had a new self, a person who 
do longer could use words with 
mastery. 

Privately I could do nothing 
but cry. With the tears came 
feelings of anxiety and depress- 
ion. I wavered between feelings 
of melancholy and hope. 

The desire to achieve, to suc- 
ceed, to win, to regain my confi- 
dence manifested itself in the 
practice that Marge and I in- 
corporated into our daily routine. 

Every night I challenge her to a 
game. It becomes our happy boor 
as we play and joke. Whether it is 
bingo or backgammon there is 
one rule: Marge can’t win and I 
can’t lose. I am such a sorehead. 

Speech therapy, which I con- 
tinued on a daily bates, was a 
labourious and disturbing battle. 
My body, was nearly back to 
normal, but I felt that a black 
hole was swallowing my speech. 
Could I hope for a total reemerg- 
ence of my language skills? 
Would this daily grind pay off? 

I persisted and tire therapists 
pushed me to do more. My 
speech clarity was poor because 
of weak facial mosdes, so I had to 


focus on improving my articula- 
tion skill* . I sat before a minor 
with! Debbie, my therapist, in- 
tently studying eadi movement of 
her month and trying to imitate 
her with as much accuracy as 
possible. I was drilled to respond 
to word-retrieval tasks such as 
finding opposites, sentence pro- 
duction and sentence formula- 
tion. 

Reading was just as difficult 
The printed word at first resem- 
bled hieroglyphics. Later, indi- 
vidual words became recognis- 
able and took on meaning, but I 
could not decipher a printed 
statement Looking at a group* of 
words was overwhelming. It was 


as though the wands were cata- 
pulting off the page and I could 
make no sense of them. 

The therapist presented two 
words, three words, four words 
and more until I graduated to 
sentences. I felt mournful and 
frightened then tense, anxious 
aim fell of rage. Yet I knew that I 
had to get back on that bone. 

Initially, when I tried to write 
my name I just scribbled. Slowly, 
by copying the letters over and 
over, it began to come bade to 
me. SpeEKng was no longer auto- 
matic. I teas drilled to pat down 
letters and words to dictation, 
finish the spelling of incomplete 
words and look for errors in 


misspelled words. 

Gradually I combined words in 
order to form sentences, although 
I tended to omit the articles and 
prepositions. Verb tense was yet 
another chore, rhad to rethink all 
of the irregular and plural forms 
before printing it out. 

We can still speak! We hope 
you will listen with your ears, 
teith your eyes and always with 
your heart. 

The writer was deputy editor of 
the editorial page of The New 
York Times from 1962 until his 
retirement in 1976. The article is 
reprinted from the International 
Herald Tribune. 



WELCOME HOME OUR BELOVED KING 

The Armenian Relief Society 
and 

The Homentmen Club 

congratulate 

His Majesty King Hussein 

on his recovery and return home 




ANNOUNCEMENT 

FfttFREQCALmCATIONIttt CONSULTING ft 
SUPERVISION OF KING ABDULLAH HOSPITAL 

Jordan University o( Science and Technology has foe pleasure In inviting 
local consultants aid international con^titorts In joW-verture with local 
consultants to praquaffly for the. consulting arid supervision of (he 
construction. ofJCpgj $bduflah- Hospital j-.-_ .■ w.~ *• ~ 

Those who already aptfled for the preqUaflficaHon are kindly asked to. 
firstly confirm thefr interest in the tendsT.-^and secondly submit any 1 
updating, supplementary or farther information they may find necessary 
-end important for the evaluation of their application. 

A — ^cations for prequafificalion are obtained from: 


Central tendering Committee, 

Jrartfrai University of Science and Technology, 
IrWd, Jordan. 

The documents should be submitted to: 

Chairman, Central Tendering Committee, 
Jordan Unhreratty of Science and Technology, 
P.OBox 38301 fee 55545 JUST JO 1 
Fax: 295123, Irbld, Jordan 
at or before 12 noon of October IBtb, II 



1. AUTO - CAD REL - 12. 

2. 3 D - STUDIO VER - 2.00 

3. .AUtO - CAD FOR - WINDOWS. 

4. COREL - DRAW - VER - 3.00 

5. NORTON - UTILITIES - VER - 6.01 

THE - LATEST - IN - I.B.M - GAMES: 

• 1. INDIANA - JONES (FATE - OF - ATLANTIS) 

= z ECO:- QUEST (SIERRA). 

3_BOCKETEER 

4. STAR - TREK - 25th ANNIVERSARY. 

5. WOLFENSTIEN - 3D (FULL - VERSION) 

OPEN FROM 1:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

t’t 


PACKING. AM HREKSHl 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES At© 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN’ KAMAR A SONS 

TEL. 004676 604696 




B CROWN 

i ^ INT’L EST. 
m Packing, shipping, - 
■ forwarding, storage, 
1 clearing, door-to-door 
e • service 
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IN JORDAN^ 

* Kate Dryctean, 1 He. Service 

☆ Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

* Uphotetry, curtains & carpets 
deanfng 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 32.1555, Fax 

\ "* 1W 


-jr ry?- *r-r*-. 


P.OBox 2206 Amman, Jordan • 
OR to M Crete, Jabot Amman 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 


% 


Qpen dfrily 

T*t 03-314415 



BBgjjsE 

The firstft best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahfiyyahfiirts School 


Open daily 12^)0-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midoight 

. Tel. $3*9*3 



- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 

. rent and saje, fur- 
nished or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 

please .call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810G05/810S09 
Fax: 810520 




MANDAKW BESTAIMAWfl 


Spedal Chinese Foods 
Sldfled Chinese Chefs 

(Open 1L30-XJ0 A &0U- II:3U dJjv] 

Tfcka away Is avaflabia 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
I Tat 661922, Anwwnl 

Cnee Tasted 
^ Lcvcd 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street,- Yarmouk 

Eng ineersVHousing 
Estate, near Kilo 
• Supermarket 

Mongolian Berboqiie for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 815214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight / 
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TAIWAN T0URISM0 


managemen t by| 
flnw. D. HL 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Ope n daily 



Jordan Times 
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Dine & Dance 
.Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Res:ES5121 







Tie fbst Spa fa to MwkBe East h*sed oa hot Stifaraas mineral Vata 
Springs of high mineral CoaceatratkH for to Cat of 
Rhnmatlzm ’ Arthritis * Sfnnsttis * Digestive diseases 
Or Just for blood circulation enhancement 

50% Discount 

On Room Rates 

For Ron Jordanians “ Residents ’ 

i 668271/2 . 668279 , 688310 • Lo ca g pn : OB 5*0300 


The First Class Hotel in | 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAKOTEL 

,u2<|l|ls 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P O Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
. Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Businessmen 


12.-00 - 15:30 1&30 - Midnight 
Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akllah Hospital 
-Jabai Amman, tel. 641093 





STEAK HbUst: U. 

rj Th e best steak in iown. r.i 
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4 top seeds breeze into 
Tokyo tennis semifinals 


. TOKYO (AP) — Top-seeded 
, Monica Seles crushed Japan's 
eighth-seeded Nacko Sawamatsu 
6-1, 6-0 Friday in less than one 
■ hour in a quarterfinal match in 
the Nichirei International Ladies 
i Tennis Championship, 
i - Advancing into the semifinals 
: along with Seles were second- 
seeded Gabreila Sabatini of 
Argentina, third-seeded Mary 
-Joe Fernandez of the United 
States and fourth-seeded Kater- 
ina Maleeva of Bulgaria. 
vSeles faces Fernandez and 
Sabatini plays Maleeva in tbe 
semifinals Saturday. 

Sabatini outlasted Japan’s 
seventh-seeded Kimiko Date, 6- 
4; 62, and Fernandez trounced 
Japanese qualifier Kyoko Nagat- 
suka, 6-0, 62. 

Maleeva defeated American 
Marianne Werdd 6-4, 64 before 
nearly 6,000 spectators that in- 
cluded Crown Prince Naruhito at 
Ariake Colosseum. 

The victory improved the 18- 
year-old Yugoslavian star’s match 
record this year to 60 victories 
against five defeats. 

Seles hit the bafl at her will and 
Sawamatsu chased it on the back 
court in the first set. 

Seles broke the second game 
and kept the third game, both at 
love, before breaking the fourth 
game in die first set. 

. In the second' set, Sawamatsu 
led 40-love but after pair of 
vdeuces, Seles broke the first 
-game. 

Seles, the top-ranked woman 
in tiie world, jumped to a 40-love 
-lead and also broke die third 
game as Sawamatsu double- 
■. faulted. Seles also broke the fifth 
-'game. 

'-■“Sawamatsu was very steady 
vand she made few errors so I had 
to hit some great balls. My 
ground strokes were better,” said 
Seles, who has won the Austra- 
_'Han, U.S. and French Opens this 
"‘year and was a finalist at Wimble- 
*don. She also won this tourna- 
ment last year. 

Seles smashed five service aces 


Gabreila- Sabatini 

during the match. 

Despite tbe lopsided score, 
Sawamatsu, ranked 29th in the 
world, said rive was “satisfied 
with the results. I played some of 
my best tennis — aggressively.” 
After tying 44 in tbe first set, 
Date became erratic as Sabatini 
broke tbe ninth game in the first 
set. 

Date’s erratic game continued 
through early in the second set as 
Sabatini broke the first, fifth and 
seventh games while Date broke 
tbe fourth game. , 

Fernandez broke die first and 
tire third games of the first set. 
The American kept the sixth 
without losing a point as Nagatsu- 
ka hit her forehands long. 

In the second set, Nagatsuka, 
who upset fifth-seeded Amanda 
Cuetzer of South Africa 5-7, 63, 
61 Thursday, led 40-15 in the 


second game but Fernandez ral- 
lied to keep it after four deuces. 

Fernandez and Nagatsuka were 
the only pair who played in strong 
winds early in the day. The Col- 
osseum’s’ roof was dosed after 
their match. 

Fernandez sard: “It was terri- 
ble. It was definitely too hard to 
play tennis. They were the win- 
diest conditions I have ever play- 
ed in.” 

Asked about Saturday's semi- 
final, Seles said: “It should be a 
tough match. The last time I 
played her it was a very: dose 
match. She is a very tough play- 
er.” 

Fernandez, who also lost to 
Seles in the Australian Open 
final, has won only one of their 14 
encounters. “I just try to play 
aggressively (against her),” she 
said. 


Liverpool bring back Grobbelaar 


LONDON (R)— Liverpool have 
axed new goalkeeper David 
^ Jhmes for Saturday’s English Prc- 
•mier League match against 
, - Wimb(< wn after be let in eight 
’’goals in the last two games:. 

- Veteran Bruce Grobbelaar will 
‘ replace the Er^land onder-21 
Keeper whom Liverpool bought 
. from Watford for £1.5 mflh'on 
“ 2(52.55 million). James has kept 
~ Grobbelaar out all season but has 
• * d keep a dean sheet in 10 

' Manager Graeme Souness de- 
j dded to recall the 38-year-old 
•’ ^teran to inject some confidence 
■dck into a Liverpool side who 
■ have made their worst start to a 
: * season in 39 years. 

■ Souness had stuck loyally by 
'James, but finally changed his 
' mind after a 4-2 defeat at Aston 


Villa and Tuesday's 44 draw at 
home to third division Chester- 
field. .. 

Souness said: “David was at 
faultj for one of the goals the 
other aright, . I am bringing -Bruce 
back in tbe hope that his influ- 
ence will spread to those around 
him. J fed experience is invalu- 
able at tire moment.” 

Coventry striker Robert 
Rosario is winning his fitness 
battle to face former dub Nor- 
wich Gty in the Premier League 
leadership battle. 

Rosario was left out of tire 
midweek League Cup .match 
against Scarborough after aggra- 
vating a back injury against Not- 
tingham Forest Monday but has 
resumed training. 

But skipper Stewart Robson 
will miss his fourth successive 


Italian sets record time 
in first stage of Cyprus rally 

NICOSIA (AP) — Italian Allesandro Fiorio set record tune Friday 
in the first special stage of the 955 kilometre Rothman’s Cyprus 
Rally, cutting 20 seconds off the 1988 mark of Kenneth Eriksson. 

Fiorio, beading a field of 94 crews from seven countries starting the 
.final coefficient 20 round of the European championship, drove his 
. Astra-Giesse team Lancia Integrate 16V through tbe 17.76-kilometre 
stage in 18 minutes and 55 seconds. 

Last year’s winner, Antonis Jeropoulous of Cyprus in the 
Shell-sponsored Mitsubishi Gallant VR4, was second. 

Third was Polish European championship . contender Marian 
Bdblewicz, driving a Ford Sierra Cosworth 4X4. Britain’s Dave 
Metcalfe in an Opel Corsa GSI was fourth. 

The teams finished up for the evening in the Mediterranean 
island’s southwestern coastal town of Paphos for tbe first regroup of 
the three-day rally, the 20th Rothman's Cyprus Rally. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HOtSCH 

Cl 932 Tt-tom Media Sermcas. Inc 

THE POSITIONAL FACTOR 


match after complaining of blur- 
red vision. 

Coventry, three points behind 
leaders Norwich, are hoping their 
impressive record will continue, 
v- In 28 post-war meetings be- 
tween tire sides at Coventry's 
Highfield Road, Norwich have 
won just once, by a single goal 12 
seasons ago. _ 

But this tune Norwich will be 
going for a dub record sixth 
successive league victory. 

Chris Fair-dough is set to return 
to Leeds' defence against injury- 
hit Everton at Elland Road after 
missing the midweek cup win 
over Scunthorpe with a knee in- 
jury. 

Left back-Tony Dorigo, who 
hobbled out of tbe cup tie with an 
ankle injury and left the ground 
on enrtnoes, also has a chance of 
being fit 

England defender Martin 
Keown has only recently returned 
to training and Ian Snodin has 
suffered a setback on ins recovery 
from a back injury. 



World Cup athletics meet begins today 


Mansell sets the pace in Portugal 

ESTORIL, Portugal (R) — Newly-crowned world drivers cham- 
pion Nigel Mansell, seeking a record ninth win tins season in 
Sunday’s Portuguese Grand Prix, was fastest in Friday’s opening 
qualifying session. The Briton, driving a Williams, ctodasd one 
minute and 13.041 seconds at an average speed of 214.400 leph on 
the twis ting 435-kms Estoril track, six-tenths of a second ahead of 
nearest rival and teammate Riccardo Fatrese of Italy. Mansell 
dominated the morning free session despite a spin off the trade 
and twice lowered iris tone on a cool and cloudy afternoon winch 
made conditions difficult. He said be trad lost his confidence 
slightly after his morning spin which came as a result of a 
suspension failure on tris “active ride” FW14B car. “It was a big 
moment,” said Mansell. “I really knew about that.” He was 
happier in the afternoon and predicted an improved time 
Saturday in final qualifying. Mansell ctutentiy shares the record 
of eight wins in - a season with Ayrton Senna of Brazil. The 
McLaren driver amid only manage tbe fourth fastest time Friday, 
behind Austrian team mate Gerhard Berger. 

Algerian captain to Join Auxerre 

AUXERRE, France (R) — Algeria captain Moussa Saib is to join 
French first divirion soccer dub Auxerre, dub sources said 
Friday. The t ra nsfe r fee for tbe 23-year-old midfielder was not 
disclosed. Said won the African Nations Cup with Algeria in 1990 
and the African Champions Cup with his dub, Jennessc Sportive 
De Kabytie. The new Algerian constituti on allows players to be 
transferred before die age of 29. 

More African withdrawals from World Cup 

ZURICH (R) — Uganda, Mauritania and Sudan have withdrawn 
from tbe 1994 World Cup on economic grounds, tbe International 
Football Federation (FIFA) said. They will not be replaced and 
their African qualifying groups will be reduced from four teams to 
three. Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso, Sao Tome and Principe, 
Malawi and Gambia also pulled out earlier tins year. FIFA also 
announced the indefinite postponement of all Libya's matches in 
their group because of a United Nations e m b a rgo. 

Indomitable Lions start Gulf tour 

YAOUNDE (R) — Cameroon's national team, the Indomitable 
Lions, left the Central African country for friendly matches in 
Iran and Saadi Arabia, officials said. It was not dear if Roger 
Mina, the star of the team’s sparkling 1990 World Cup perform- 
ance, would play on the tour. MUla, who is accompanying the 
squad in tbe specially-created post of administrative director, has 
said he will continue to play for the lions in friendly matches. The 
team, which rocketed to fame when it reached the 1990 World 
Cup quarterfinals, is expected to arrive in Tefaan on Friday via 
Pans. 

Becker warns against complacency 

ESSEN, Germany (R) — Boris Becker has warned 1988 and 1989 
champions Germany against complacency when they meet Bel- 
gium tins weekend in a bid to get back into the Davis Gap World 
Group. The Germans, who were surprisingly knocked out of the 
cup by Brazil in tire first round this year, have called up Conner 
Wimbledon champions Becker and Michael Stich and should be 
the dear favourites to win the relegation play-off tie. But Becker, 
who has slipped , down to eighth in the world rankings, said 
Thursday: “It’s back to square one at tbe start of any tie. Every 
match has to be. won first.* Stich, now 15th in the ATP stamfings, 
was “drawn Thursday Co ’contest the'opesnii^ singles against 
Belgian ; nthhber ohe Bart WuytSj-who is ranked 72nd. Becker will 
play Filip Dewulf, 2 0 6tir ‘ m firework!, in tile' second 'singles. 
Argentina, the 1581 finalists, are among die other nations fig hting 
for World Group places in the seven qualifying round ties dm 
weekend. They take on Denmark in Aarhus. 


HAVANA (AP)— The anxious- 100 and 200. 
fy awaited lOOmetrc dash be* “This doesn’t mean the Amcr- 
tween Olympte champion Linford icans have lost their gnp 
Christie and two-time gold weald sprints,” Christie said. ^ it 
medalist Carl Lewis might have just means there are others, 
occurred this year, if not for tte Christie was the first Briton to 
undue pressure put upon tire Bn- ^ Olympic 100 in a non- 

A . . boycotted year since Harold 

Because ofti^ thetacratiw A^hams hi. 1924. The only 
confrontetion will have to wart ot j JCT British victory in the event 

'““If people hadn’t made soch a — £ 

fc/GS ITT Scotland beat a field diluted by 

ft* absence of the boycotting 
yem*, Omstieraid. All the fuss Americans, 
saying I would have to race mm 

put a damper cm everything. Christie, at 32, also was tire 
“Next year will be the best oldest Olympic 100-metre ebam- 
time.” t pion ever. However, at this meet, 

After Christie’s victory at Bar- he won’t be the most active 
cekma in August, meet promo- athlete, 
teis were unsuccessful in getting ^ • ... 

him and Lewis, the world recortf That honow goes wM*™ 

holder, together for a widely tele- Josc Perec R*" 06 - Pcr ? c - * e 
vised, V Olympic gold medahst in the 

LerownteSed he was an- women’s 400, « «*edufed ro 
xious for the matchup and compete m the 200 and 400 un- 
claimed Christie was ducking victual races and the 400 and 
him * 1,600 relays. 

Orriaie and Perec are among 
nOIyrapic gold medalists com- 

have to nm Carl Lewis. ** g ' 

“Nobody says I should run' The other men are 1 Spain’s Fer- 

Deimis Mitchell (the 1992 U.S. J? 1 ” 1 V 00 ™ ctrc: 
champion). Carl’s run only 10.2 Czechoslorakra s Item Zakzny, 
(second tins year). When he and I javelin; Cuba’s Javier Soto- 
are in shape next year, maybe 
well get together.” 

Frank Dirk, coach of the Brit- 
ish team competing in the World 
Cup track and field meet, which 
begins Saturday night, had a 
quick solution to the Christie- 
Lewis dflemma. 

“If Carl wanted to race Lin- 
ford, he would have turned up 
here,” Dick said. 

Instead, a tired Lewis opted to 
skip the meet, as did many of the 
top Americans. 

Christie, meanwhile, will be 


relay. He was a late addition in 
tire 200 after John Regis was 
injured when he and Christie 
collided d urin g a water 
accident Tuesday while the Brit- 
ish team was frohekmg in Nassau, 
Bahamas, before coming to 
Havana. 

Christie thinks he should be 
ranked No. 1 in tire world for the 
first time in tire 100 tins year,' 
finally giving him the full respect 
be never has received. 

“It took the Olympics to give 
me some credit,” he said. 
“There’s been no doubt Fm 
one of tbe best in the world if not 
the best. r caur.- . 

- “It’s taEcfr ffie world ifris tSng a 
time to realise that others besides 
Americans can sprint. Now, 
there’s me and- Frankie 
Fredericks.” 

Fredericks, of Namibia, was 
the Olympic silver medalist in the 


Tbe women are Germany's 
Heike Drccbsicr, long jump; 
Cuba’s Maritza Marten, discus, 
and Ethiopia's Derartu Tula, 
10,000. 

Tbe future of the Athletics 
World Cup seems secure despite 
mounting criticism from adminis- 
trators concerned about an 
already overcrowded schedule. 

Although the absence of so 
many of the world's elite athletes 
has dearly embanased the Inter- 
national Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration (IAAF). officials said 
Thursday the cup was likely to 
continue. 

“The general opinion is that we 
have it in the years in which 
there’s no World Championships 
or Olympics,” one senior official 
said. 

The World championships are 
now staged every two years with 
the next scheduled for Stuttgart, 
Germany, in 1993. The Cup 
would continue its present four- 
year cyde with the next due in 
1994. 

The official said bids for the 
next World Cisp had been re- 
ceived from Birmingham in Eng- 
land, Singapore and South Afri- 
ca. 

Earlier IAAF President Primo 
Nebiolo told a news conference 


Marseille drop a point at Lens 


PARES (R) — Marseille dropped 
a paint when they were held to a 


LenS were reduced'to 10 men 
from the 35th minute when strik- 


laddostre 2-2 draw by lowly Lens, er Emmanuel Hatteau, who un- 


in tbe French Soccer League. 

But the ch amp ions, who only 
drew 1-1 at home with Le Havre 
last Saturday, still joined Pare Sl 
G ermain, Nantes and Auxerre, 
who beat IiBe 2-0, in the lead on 
12 points. 

Though unbeaten since tbe 
start of the season, Marseille 
produced another low-key per-' 
formance. 


expectedly opened tire scoring 
with a superb free-kick in the fifth 
minute, was sent off for a fool on 
international defender Basile 
Boh. 

Boti brought Marseille back 
with a volley after 52 minutes 
when a header by Bernard Casoni 
hit the post and bounced back. 

G e i many 's Rndi Voeller made 
2-1 for Marseille in the 66th 
minute, scoring his fifth goal for 


his new cfab tins season. 

But, on a rare counter-attack 
with 15 mmutes left. Lens mid- 
fielder Pierre Laigie equalised 
with a long shot which hit the post 


wiui u uuuuira icn, juens mio~ 

fielder Pierre Laigie equalised 
with a long shot which hit the post 
and rolled in. 

Auxerre had a much more 
comfortable evening against IiBe. 
They took the lead from the 
kick-off with a shot by French 
international Pascal V ahirna, 
Dutch {Haymaker Franck Veriaat 
grabbed tire second in the 32nd 
minute. 


BoLh vulnerable. East deals. 
NORTH 
4 7 6 

T Q J 8 4 2 
v A 6 4 
4SQJ 

. ■ WEST EAST 

4 K 3 2 4 10 5 

v 10 9 6 5 « A K 7 3 

'0 J 10 5 :KQ987 

4 10.7 2 #9 6 . 

SOUTH 
4AQJ984 
•? Void 
v 3 2, 

4 A 8 5 4 3 
..The bidding: 

• East South W est North 

10 1 * Pass 3 NT 

Pass 4 # Pass 4 0 

Pass 6 4 Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of v 
- You won't find much in bridge 
literature about the positional fac- 
tor. Tremendous pressure can be ex- 
erted on a player by forcing one of 
your opponents to commit toade- 
* fense before partner gets a chance to 
„ signal or follow suit, or before any- 
■ ‘ one has learned much about tht dis- 
. -tribution. Here is an elegant 
'"example of what we mean. 

. North's cue-bid of four diamonds 
‘indicated a fit for one of South's 
suits as well as first-round diamond 
rr.cfrcl. South did not need much 


more to venture to slam. 

After the lead of the jack of dia- 
monds. it looked as if the slam 
would depend solely 0X1 the postion 
of the king of spades. The opening 
bid made it likely that a finesse 
would succeed, but South, Harold 
Feldheim of Hamden, Conn, want- 
ed better than 50 percent odds of 
success. Can you find an extra 
chance for declarer? 

At trick two, declarer led the two 
of hearts from dummy! To appreci- 
ate the subtlety of this pfoy, put 
yourself in the East chair. Suppose 
that, instead of two diamonds, de- 
clarer's red-suit holding was a sin- 
gfctaa diamond and the bore ten of 
hearts. In that ease, following low 
would present declarer with an un- 
makable contract. So East shot up 
with the king of hearts, and that 
spelled finis for the defense. 

Declarer ruffed, cashed the ace of 
Spades and crossed to dummy with 
the jack of dubs. Tbe queen of 
hearts was covered by the ace and 
ruffed Declarer re-entered dummy 
with a dub, discarded the remaining 
diamond on the jack of hearts ana 
played a spade to the queen and 
king. When East could not ruff the 
chib continuation, declarer was able 
to enter the dosed hand with a raff, 

draw the last trump and claim the 
rest of tbe tricks. 


mayor, high jump; Lithuania’s the future of the cup was in the 
Romas Ubartas, discus; Kenya's hands of the federation’s gov- 
Wflh'am Tanni, 800 and the Un- eraiug council. “We have time to 
ited States’ Mike Stulce, shot pnt. decide,” Nebiolo said. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



UQB 




_ _ E3E2Q 


‘If you want some attention from your 
husband buy this dress!” 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
on® letter to each square, to fomt 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer they! 



Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; POKER COVEY WHITEN ASSURE 
Answer. When horses had it. It was much less 
dangerous-HORSEPOWER 


THE Daily Crossword by Raymond I 


ACROSS 
1 Distort 
5 NYC district 
9 Insignificant 

14 Ona of five lakes 

15 Baseball family 
name 

16 MefrOe novel 

17 Weston family 
TV show 

19 Voyaging 

20 Sharp 

21 PrlcMa 

22 Cheekbone 
25 River to the 

Baltic 

27 Denver's state 
30 That Is 

33 Serpents 

34 Division word 


38 Cafe au — 

39 Sweep 

40 Melody 

41 Skirt atarter 

42 Wlnglite 

43 Cognizant of 

44Sni9chme daw Titan* Mi seven, he. 
46 Throat soother* 

49 Persian tMa 

61 Moved slowly lODougfufamft 

52 Dadfvtty . . TV show 

SSGima 11 Lhasa 

68 Farodous one 12 Lasofvious kx 

69 Evans funty TV 13 "Uwrenoe of 


Hiia 

aua 


11141 

auu 
anal 


4I4H 

aim 


aan 


ini am 


19 Douglas flntfy 
TV snow 

11 Lhua — 

12 Lsaoivious kidr 


show 

CM LHurigfoal 
-vestment 
WMagnanf of 
movies 

66Spaceecronym 

67 Foundations 
98 Hocks Of 

pheasants 

68 Retained 

■ DOWN 

1 Tiny - 

2 Chair part . 


Arabia" director 
16 RaoU unit 

22 TBe artwork 

23 Of mountains 

24 Robinson family 
TV aeries ■ 

28 Singer with 
"The Behnonta" 

27 Pacific 

28 PUdt flavor^ 

28 Ryan of fBma 

31 Freeloader 

32 Camped out 
35 Pol source 


nnriu mum nn^ni-i 
ronnn rmnn nnnuu 
nnnrvi nnmui 
nunniinunnunnun 
mu rn-jn 
nnnnnij mhimcw hum 

HLiririU HMMfl NHiriu 
unnnni.imHrinm.iMHH 
iini in mmi in nntijnn 

MEin MHUH UN.klNII 

nnn mmh 

« innMHrjj.lHllHHMNN 
i irmf U4 f.uiiiin r.innu 
r.inniiN nnhm iii h.in 

KIHIIMM UNNH IJHMN 


5S2E. nippw 37Mve* 

.4 rewrite . 39 Juan's house 


SAotrseaDee 

BCuaMof 


48"— then*" 

47 Namesakv of a 
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Austerity plan ends 
pampered Italian lifestyle 


5«» 


ROME (R ) — For many Italians, 
an austerity plan winch the gov- 
ernment says is vital to save the 
economy will mean an end to a 
pampered lifestyle at state ex- 
pense. 

The plan, which Prime Minis- 
ter GmHano Amato presented 
Last week, is an nnprecedented 
$75 billion fiCiOte^thc-board pack- 
age of cuts and taxes be says can 
salvage Italy’s economic reputa- 
tion and guarantee the life of bos 
government. 

“We can no longer give every- 
thin to everybody,” Mr. Amato 


. If the package is approved by 

parliament, many I talians wOl see 
some of the cradJe-to-grave be- 
nefits to which they have grown 
accustomed begin to dis a ppe a r. 

“For the first time in SO years 
(the budget) bas decisively cut 
into public spending. For the first 
time, clamorous and unpopular 
measures are being taken,” said 
Gianfranco Piazzesi, an editorial 
writer for the Corriere Della Sera 
newspaper. 

“The life of Italians will 
change,” headlined the Corriere. 

Mr. Amato is presen ting the 
bill for what Budget Minister 
Franco Revigh'o called “living 
beyond our means for 20 years? 7 

The' national debt has bal- 
looned over the past to 

exceed the total annual output of 
the economy — over 1,500 tril- 


Financial 

Markets 


Italians have used every means 
at their disposal to land “on posto 
sicnro,” a safe job for life in the 
state sector. 

The package will effectively 
freeze state hiring and severely 
restrict early retirement in the 
pnbfic sector. 

Pensionable age for most Ita- 
lians will be pushed up to 60 from 
55 for women and to 65 from 60 
for men. 


Cairo Amman Bank 


Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


Guilder . 


Bid 


0.680 


1.1528 


0.4531 


0 . 5197 


0 . J 3 ZI 




23/9/92 


Offer 


0.682 


7.1586 


0.5223 


0.7328 



Swedish Krona 


Italian Lira* 


Odnr C um m ti M 
Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira* 

Saudi Riyal 

Kuwaiti Dinar 
Qatari Riyal 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
UAE Dirham 
Greek Drachma* 
Cypriot Found 

* ter ISO 


0.02550 

0.7810 

2.2250 

0.1843 


1.7370 

0.1843 




0.02850 

0,1822 


1.7490 

0.1880 


1.4500 1.5100 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world cnrrencies and gold against the dollar at nridsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One sterti 
One U.S. 


One ounce of gold 


"Cinema 


L7D45/55 

1.2435/40 

1.4780/90 

1.6650/60 

1.2975/90 

30.44/48 

5.0170/220 

1245/1249 

120.70/75 

5.5225/425 

5.9750/950 

5.7150/450 

$348.60/349. 10 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Dettfschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns' 
Danish crowns 


Turkey to play major 
role in Central Asia 


lion fire ($1.25 friflfon) — as 
profligate governments subsi- 
dised everything from creches to 
companies’ lay-off plans. 

“On Thursday, Sept. 17, the 
government demolished a piece 
of the welfare state,” the Cor-, 
riere said. 

Mr. Amato urged Italians to 
accept the sacrifices for the good 
of their country and its battered 
currency. 

For starters, nearly one-third 
of the population — families with . 
incomes of more than $32,000 — 
wifi lose state-subsidised health 
care except for life-saving medi- 
cine and hospitalisation. 

• Some of the more conspicuous 

perks of the health care system, 
such as subsidised cures at luxu- 
rious spas, may become memor- 
ies. 

Italy’s notoriously generous 
pennon system and benefit-laden 
state employment sector will also 


WASEONGTON (AP) — Tur- 
key’s minister of state for eco- 
nomy has said that Turkey will 
play a major role in the develop- 
ment of the former Soviet repub- 
lics of Central Asia. 

Tansn Ciller, in a speech to die 
meeting here of the Work! Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fond, said that Turkey’s cultural 
and linguistic ties to these Muslim 
nations “have created special 
challenges.” 

Ttirkey, as a predominantly 
Muslim but secular democracy 


with a free market economy, has 
been poshed by other Western 
nations as a model for the new 
Central Asian republics to rival 
the influence of Iran and other 
foodaisentaltst Muslim states. 

“Turkey intends to help the 
new republics of this region to 
rehabilitate their distorted econo- 
mic structures,” Ms. GUer said. 
“We feci strongly that Turkey has 
a major role to play In creating 
the conditions for the countries of 
this region to achieve sustained 
growth in a market economy.” , 
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CONCORD, 


Tel: 677420' 




. SHARI HAN...IN 

LOVE Sr FEAR 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 3J0, 6:15, 830, 1030 


/ . Tel: 675571\ 

f : Nabil Al Hasten! Theatre \ 

at 6:00 p.m, daily 
. Shahrazad and Sinbad play 

A quiet comedy for all members or 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation Is needed. 

The next show Is: • . y 

C (Taa* Waqaymrii) / 


/Cinema Tel: 634144 1 

/ PHILADELPHIA 
THEUlA and LOUISE^^^^ 

Shows: 12p0, 3-J0. 6:15, 8:30, lOJO 

Special shows for children on 
Thursdays and' 

Fridays at 11. -00 am., 


AHLAN THEATRlI 25155 

Nabil & Hfeham 
. presents 

The Political Satire Play 

Welcome.. New World Order 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 


Fare wars, mergers may cut number 
of major airlines to nine by year 2000 


CAIRO (R) — Fare wars and 
mergers are knocking airlines out 
of the skies, industry officials said 
Thurday , and one predicted there 
would only be nine major carriers 
by the end of the century. 

“We see a trend towards globa- 
lisation, maybe nine major play- 
ers by the end of die century and 
we want to be one of them,” said 
Sandy Gardiner, a senior vice- 
president at British Airways, 
attending the American Society' 
of Travpl Agents (ASTA) confer- 
ence here. 

Much of the attrition is ex- 
pected to take place in the United 
States where major earners are 
locked in fierce fare wars in the 
sloes. 

U.S. industry losses of $7 bil- 
lion in the last two years have 
pushed major airlines into bank- 
ruptcy or liquidation but those 


surviving said they saw no let up 
in price competition. ' 

“The motion of competing with 
juice is ally,” said Chronopher, 
Dane, sales director from Amer- 
ican Airlines, the biggest U.S. 
airline. 

“You get precisely 24 hours 
before everyone matches you.” 
But he adjfed: “We have to 
match anything anyone does... 
we in the industry agree about 
nothing, we’re savagely competi- 
tive.” 

“You’re still going with excess 
capacity to the market,” Andrew 
McGraw, sales director at USAir, 
told the ASTA annual confer- 
ence.” I think you can expect to 
see continued fare reductions.” 

Executives sparred over British 
Airways PLCs proposed $750 
million investment in USAir 
Group Inc., which British and 


U.S. officials are due to discuss in 
.Washington. 

Mr. Dane said the deal would 
give the two firms 14,000 possible 
destinations through landing 
rights negotiated by the British 
and U.S.. governments. That 
compares to a maximum of 8,000 
or any one of the other three U.S. 
majors — American, United Air- 
lines and Delta Air Lines Inc. 

“The issue sets the stage for the 
next 20 years in this industry... 
we may want to fly London to 
Johannesburg or London to 
Cairo but I'm prohibited from 
doing that at any price,” Mr. 
Dane said. 

» 

The bead of Australia’s inter- 
national carrier Qancas said ear- 
lier this month in Sydney that less 
than 12 mega-carriers will rule 
the world of aviation, now going 


Policymakers end tense week 
divided on world economic crisis 


WASHINGTON (R) — Econo- 
mic policymakers wound up a 
week of tense meetings Thursday 
divided over bow to prop up the 
staggering global economy and 
frustrated by their failure to tame 
unruly currency markets. 

Two weeks of unrelenting, 
costly chaos in world currency 
markets exposed the weak unde- 
rpinnings of a global economy 
straggling to work off mountains 
of debt and left policymakers 
pointing the figure of blame at 
each other. 

“Obviously, it’s troubling,” 
World R«nlr President Lewis Pre- 
ston told reporters at the bank’s 
joint annual meeting with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The slow world growth is bad 
news for everyone — from U.S. 
President George Bush, who is 
locked in a tough race for reetec- 
tlon, to Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, who is battling to 
reform his nation after decades of 
communist rule. 

The United States says the 
answer to the problem is dear — 
lower interest rates throughout 
the world will spur growth and 
take the steam out of the 
, SpecpIatqr’^d^F^. : .tu^™°y that 
has rocked European currency 
'magFSR? 

“We must build a stronger 
world economy, one solidly com- 
mitted to global growth.” U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 


Brady said. 

Mr. Brady argued that lower 
interest rates and faster growth, 
particularly in Europe, would 
help calm markets and convince 
investors that the world economy 
was back on track. 

The call for lower rates has 
focused attention on Germany, 
which is worried about inflation 
and has been reluctant to make 
further cuts after shaving a key 
rate Last week. 

Tbe policy differences have 
fuelled chaos in the currency mar- 
kets. European governments 
have been battling to save the 
system of linked currencies that 
have swung oat of alignment, 
forcing the Italian and British 
currencies to drop out of foe 
ERM grid last week. 

Top IMF offidals have even 
suggested that foe United States 
raise its interest rates and Ger- 
many lower its rates to ease the 
tension in the currency markets. 

But Mr. Preston and IMF Man- 
aging Director Michel Camdessus 
stud Thursday that the rich in- 
dustrial nations need to do more 
than adjust interest rates to res- 
tore calm. 

“There has been an over- 
reliance on monetary policy — 
-it’s being asked to take too mnch 
tof foe burden,” Mr. Preston said. 

There has been some specula- 
tion in Washington this week that 
policymakers may be pondering 
some kind of return to controls 
on the financial markets to curb 


their power. But Mr. Camdessus 
strongly objected to the idea. 

“Industrial countries have (ex- 
change rate) stability without 
sound and solid economic poli- 
cies,” Mr. Camdessus said in bis 
dosing speech to foe IMF/Worid 
Bank meeting. 

He has been urging both the 
United States and Germany to 
cut their budget deficits which 
have been absorbing so much of 
the world’s investment capital. 

Treasury Secretary Brady all 
but admitted this week that foe 
currency chaos has overwhelmed 
governments and called for a 
study of capital flows so economic 
policymakers can develop some 
new weapons to battle powerful 
markets. 

The currency crisis has over- 
shadowed foe problems of poor 
and underdeveloped countries 
and economic collapse in Russia 
and eastern Europe as the focus 
of this week’s annual meeting. 

Mr. Preston voiced concern 
that the crisis wiD cut into global 
aid from foe rich industrial na- 
tions. 

“Developing countries... will 
suffer if tins event leads to a 
farther slowing of growth in the 
industrialised countries,” Mr. 
Preston said. - . 

“But volatility of markets does 
serve to remind us how •inter- 
dependent the world is and* how 
dependent the developing coun- 
tries are on industrial countries,” 
he added. 


Debt crisis survivors face 
challenge on sustained growth 


WASHINGTON (R) — While 
most major debtor countries have 
now clinched debt agreements, 
policymakers warn that the tran- 
sition from a state of crisis to one 
of sustained growth may be har- 
der step. 

Tbe task appears even more 
daunting, given that the richer 
countries they are striving to 
emulate are having trouuble 
mustering even moderate growth. 

Whfle official data show that, 
counting Brazil, nearly all debtor 
countries’ commercial bank debt 
has been refinanced, officials say 
that achievement is just tbe be- 
ginning. 

Then comes tbe task of malting 
die move from a condition erf 
crisis to one of sustained econo- 
mic growth, a process that in- 
volves formulating sound econo- 
mic policy and a willingness to 


stick with it through thick and 
thin. 

Although the European cur- 
rency crisis has dominated both 
the public and private meetings of 
officials at tbe annual meeting of 
foe International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank, the issue of 
debt and foe burden it poses for 
developing countries crept into 
many officials’ speeches and dis- 
cussions here. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady told a meeting 
Wednesday that agreements be- 
tween debtor nations and com- 
mercial banks cover 92 per cent 
or some S240 billion of their 
outstanding bank debt 

But be added a cautionary 
note. “This revitalisation bas not 
touched every corner of the 
world. An important lesson for 


these developing countries is that 
debt reduction alone cannot pro- 
duce dramatically improved eco- 
nomic performance.” 

“Sound market policies, foe 
key to sustained growth, are an 
integral part of tbe solution, ” he 
said. 

Brazil's Finance Minister Mar- 
cflio Marques Moreira, whose 
country recently concluded talks 
to restructure $44 trillion in com- 
mercial bank debt, was similarly 
cautious. 

He noted that while Latin 
America's external debt problem has 
been brought under control and 
tbe region is experiencing a rever- 
sal of capital flows and an influx 
of foreign investment, this “does 
not give us a definitive respite. 
The debt problem has not been 
fully overcome.” 


through a brutal shake-up, by the 
end of the century. 

“It is an industry characterised 
my musde, brutal discounting, 
the demise of weaker operators, 
industry losses so severe that they 
have extinguished all profits since 
the Wright brothers took to the 
air... ,” Qantas chief executive 
John Ward told a business lunch. 

“It is conceivable that within 
eigjht years the world will have 
fewer than 12 mega-carriers or 
mega systems and numerous 
aide carriers,” he said. 

Currently there arc more than 
100 indepndent airlines compet- 
ing around the world. 

Cutthroat fare discounting in 
the United States had forced the 
country’s major airlines to report 
almost one billion Australian dol- 
lars (S715 million) of losses in foe 
last quarter, Mr. Ward said. 

Major 

wants 

ERM 

reforms 

LONDON (R) — Prime Minister 
John Major said Thursday Britain 
would only reenter the European 
exchange rale mechanism (ERM) 
after the system had been -re- 
formed but declared that tbe 
Maastricht treaty on European 
union was not dead. 

Mr. Major, fighting to restore 
credibility to his economic poli- 
cies after last week’s humiliating 
withdrawal of the pound from the 
ERM, told an emergency session 
of parliament that Britain would 
pankpaie in - negotiations on re- 
form. 

“We will carefully examine 
whether a reformed mechanism 
can be made to work,” he told a 
packed and noisy House of Com- 
mons. ... 

“But 1 do not believe thatlvie 
shall be able to go back into me 
mechanism soon or into the same 
mechanism that we left last week,' 
Mr. Major said. 2 1 

Mr. Major promised to address 
fears that the Community .was 
“too centralised (and) too un- 
democratic” and. said the goal, of 
a single currency, enshrined in 
Maastricht, “must now be an 
i ambition postponed.” 

He restated his government's 
top priority of bringing inflation 
down and keeping it there and 
expressed strong support for his 
embattled Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Norman Lament, who 
has come under pressure to resign 
after last week’s debacle. 

Mr. Major said he “warmly 
congratulated” Mr. Lamont for 
his actions and added, “I take full 
responsibility for the actions and 
policies of my chancellor.” 

The prime minister blamed 
speculators in foe currency mar- 
ket for sterling's withdrawal from 
tiro ERM last Wednesday. .He 
said foe pound had come under 
an attack “tbe size and scale we 
have not seen for a quarter of a 
century.” 

The defeat of government 
efforts to keep foe pound within 
foe ERM has been linked inex- 
tricably by many MPs to growing 
doubts about closer European 
union embodied in Maastricht. 


Modern sins include taking bribes, evading taxes 


VATICAN CITY (R) — Thou 
shall not evade taxes. Tbou shall 
not take bribes. Thou shall not 
traffic in drugs. 

These are, broadly speaking, 
some of the modern-day deriva- 
tives of the ten commandments 
which appear in an updated “uni- 
versal catechism" for tbe world’s 
960 mfllion Roman Catholics. 

Italian newspapers this week 
published leaked exc e r pt s from 
the 400-page catechism, or book 
erf religious instruction. 

The catechism is still officially 
secret and is expected to be 


issued at the end of foe year after 
it has been translated into the 
world’s mam languages. Church 
sources said the leaks were gener- 
ally correct. 

WhOe breaking no substantial 
new ground on church teachings, 
the catechism takes foe Biblical 
ten commandments and puts 
them into the context of a mod- 
ern world. 

It is a compilation of church 
teachings since the last catechism 
was published early this century. 

“Modern” sins include taking 


bribes and evading taxes — both 
crimes common in Italy. 

Abortion, divorce, pre-maritai 
sex, drug use and trafficking are 
listed as serious sins. The catech- 
ism says homosexuals must ab- 
stain from sex but should be 
treated with respect and compas- 
sion. 

Catholics should avoid astrolo- 
gers and fortune tellers, it says. 

Prostitution and suicide remain 
sins but the new catechism ack- 
nowledges that people may be 
driven to them by desperation or 


particularly cruel soda! circumst- 
ances. 

In certain cases, It says, life- 
support equipment could be with- 
drawn from terminally ill people 
to allow a natural death, but 
“^tetive” euthanasia is not permit- 

The catechism restates the 
church’s long-standing position 
that the death penalty should be 
avoided but that states have the 
right to resort to it under certain 
conditions to protect themselves 
and their citizens. 


PRIVATE ARABIC 
LESSONS AT YOUR PLACE 

If you can speak English and are interested in 
speaking, reading and writing Arabic, call: 

Mr. Haytham now at tel. 827144 


WANTED 

An assistant suigeon/doetor, with previous knowledge on howto 
help treat hemorrhoids at the clinic by using the cooling 
equipment 

Clinic address: Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, 
Nursing College Street 
Clinic teL 622844 

Preference will be given to applicants IMng in the area. 
ir A Mercedes 200 car. model 1972 is offered for sale. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

2 bedrooms, salon, central heating, telephone, 
parking. Ground floor, located north of Umm 
Uthejpa 

If Interested, please call tel. 815181 

FOR SALE 

By sealed bid: Used appliances, furniture, 
office equipment, etc., at the American 
Embassy warehouse 7th Circle, on Octo-, 
ber 1st, 1992 from 9:00 a.m. to-16:00 p.m. 
Refundable JD 20 deposit on all bids. 
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Peace envoys probe reports of 
massacre in north Bosnia town 


BANJA LUKA, Bosnia (R) — 
International mediators Cyrus 
Vance and Lord Owen travelled 
to the northern Bosnian town of 
Banja Luka Friday to investigate 
reports of a Serb massacre of 
Marinas ami rising ethnic tension 
there. 

The two men travelled from 
the Croatian capital to Zagreb to 
the town of Okucani and then 
were driven with Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic the re- 
maining 60 kilometres to Banja 
Luka. 

Lord Owen^ speaking to repor- 
ters in Okncani, described their 
one-day visit as a fact-finding 
mission. 

Asked about reports of a Serb 
massacre on Aug. 21 of 200 Mus- 
lim men and youths, Lord Owen 
replied: “We want to find out 
what indeed happened.” 

According to the reports, the 
Muslims were shot dead by Serb 
police at a ravine outside the 
town of Travnik, about 140 kms 
(90 miles) south of Banja Luka, 
after they had been released from 
a detention camp. 

Speaking to reporters in Zag- 
reb, Mr. Vance said: “Wbat we 
have heard in the recent couple of 
days has led us to real concern 
about what may be happening 
there.” 

Hundreds of soldiers, men and 
women, many of them making 
the pto-Seib three-fingered sa- 
lute, lined the route as die two 
envoys were swept at high speed 
in Mr. Karadzic's official 
.limousine through Serb villages 
.to their destination. 

. Two MiG jets from the Yugos- 
’ -lav Federal Army swept low over 
.die convoy, which included U.N. 

; peacekeeping and Serb police 
vehicles, and then circled back. 


Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, 
wearing civilian suits without any 
battle-gear, had talks in Banja 
Luka with the town’s mayor and 
then met officials of the Muslim 
Party of Democratic Action. 

Banja Luka, a key Serb milit- 
ary centre which also has a sub- 
stantial Muslim and Croat 
population, has been the scene of 
rising tension in the past months 
with a growing number of bomb 
attacks and shooting incidents. 

Mr. Karadzic, whose forces 
have laid siege to the capital 
Sarajevo and other key towns 
since April when Muslims and 
Croats voted for independence, 
said he was satisfied with his talks 
on Friday morning. 

Reacbed by telephone from 
Belgrade, he said* “They could 
see for themselves that this is a 
peaceful town where almost 
30,000 Croats and Muslims still 
live together.” 

‘‘From now on we will invite 
them to come to check all these 
allegations so that rumours that 
threaten to jeopardise the Lon- 
don peace confere n ce are stop- 
ped,” be said. 

lire plight of Sarajevo’s resi- 
dents, trapped since April by the 
Serb siege, grew bleaker when* 
the United Nations refugee agen- 
cy said a resumption of an inter- 
national airlift to the city re- 
mained highly doubtful. 

The operation, which for two 
months ferried desperately 
needed food and medical supplies 
to the city, was suspended on 
Sept. 3 after an Italian transpor- 
ter was shot down by a missile' 
outside Sarajevo over Muslim 
and Croat-controlled territory. 

The UNHCR had held out the 
prospect of .the airlift, a vital 
lifeline as winter approaches, re- 


suming. 

But UNHCR spokeswoman 
Sylvana Foa told a Geneva news 
briefing Friday that die situation 
around Sarajevo Airport was still 
dangerous and countries sending 
aid planes were reluctant to start 
operations again. 

“The future of die ah lift is 
very, very much in doubt still,” 
Ms. Fao said. The 450,000 people 
in and around the dty — under 
siege by rebel Serbs since April 
— faced “a very bleak winter 
indeed.” 

Even as she spoke. Serb forces 
pounded Muslim and Croat sub- 
urbs around Sarajevo Airport, 
with heavy mortar fire. Shelling 
and mortar fire was r e p orted in 
the suburbs of Dobrinja and Stop 
and machincgun fire could also 
be heard at Vogosca, to die 
northwest. 

Shells hurtled into two streets, 
in the dty in the morning, wound- 
ing 16 civilians, a hospital doctor 
said. 

Reuters correspondent Paul 
Holmes, reporting from Mount 
Igman to the east of Sarajevo, 
sa id the mainly-Muslim Bosnian 
army was confident now that its 
forces could soon launch an 
offensive to break the Serb 
stranglehold on the dty. 

Senior officers pointed to re- 
cent successes in mountainous 
terrain east of the dty as evidence 
their soldiers were now organised 
to strike back with superior man- 
power despite continued inferior- 
ity in heavy weapons. 

Eight United Nations soldiers 
were slightly wounded in a mine 
blast while helping in an ex- 
change of bodies between war- 
ring forces, a French U.N. officer 
said Friday. 

The blast occurred Thursday at 


U.S. rules out quick decisions 
on expanding Security Council 


NEW YORK (R) — The United 
States has said it is willing to 
consider expanding the U.N. 
Security Council to include Ger- 
many, Japan and other states but 
die issue is extremely compli- 
cated and will take some time 
before any dedsions can be 
made. 

“Security Council reform is 
something the United States 
would certainly be prepared to 
consider,” Acting Secretary of 
State Lawrence Eagjeburger told 
reporters at the start of a meeting 
with Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hikmet Cetin. 

“But die fact of the matter is 
when you try then to analyse how 
you would do it, what changes 
would be made, it gets to be very 
very complicated,” be said. 

“So whole we have great sym- 
pathy with those who argue there 
needs to be a change, when yon 
tty to figure oat what you do 
about it, it becomes much more 
complicated. So in principle we 
t h ink the whole issue probably 
deserves to be looked at but it 
will be a while before anybody 
can figure out exactly what the 
solutions are.” 

Security Council reform has 
become a constant theme in tins 
Genera] Assembly session, with 
Japan and Germany seeking seats 
as permanent members. 

Brazil also was one of a num- 


which comprises five permanent 
members with veto power — the 
United States, Russia, Britain, 
China and Fiance — and 10 
non-permanent members serving 
two-year terms. 

The economic giants Germany 


one. Japan has also indicated that I wOjJVyl 1 0 1 1 
its economic strength merits a «■ 
permanent seat. TOT 

Asked if economic strength lv ^ a . 

was a credential for membership. ■ i • _ 

Mr. Eagleburger said: “Nobody's cltrOCltlGS 
quite decided what the criteria 


a Bosnian government check- 
point near the capital of 
Sarajevo, said the officer, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Among the wounded were 
Canadian, British and Egyptian 
soldiers, said the officer. The 
most serious injury was reported 
to be a broken arm. 

The U.N. armoured car the 
soldiers were travelling in struck 
tile min e when the vehicle went 
onto the shoalder of a road to get 
around a barrier, the French 
U.N. officer said. 

Meanwhile, the air force chief 
of rump Yugoslavia said Thurs- 
day that the counfry had powerful 
air defences and Implicitly 
warned the West not to dare to 
I ffliwh a military Strike. 

Lieutenant-General Bozidar 
Stevanovic, commander of the 
Yugoslav Air Force and anti- 
aircraft defence, told a Belgrade 
daily newspaper that Yugosla- 
via’s anti-aircraft missile potential 
was huge, adding: “We would be 
ready for it (foreign intervention) , 
and respond effectively.” 

4 Gen. Stevanovic spoke to the 
daily Vecemje Novosti, which 
reflects the views of the hardline 
Serbian leadership, only a few 
days after Yugoslav Prime Minis- 
ter Milan Fame claimed he had 
narrowly averted foreign in- 
tervention against Belgrade last 
Jnne. 

Gen. Stevanovic said this 
threat had still not been removed, 
but was now “somewhat smal- 
ler”. 

“However, shifts of all kinds are 
possible overnight because the 
potential aggressors have ready 
forces which are sufficient to car- 
ry out such an attack even with- 
out special preparations.” 

Marcos 
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Critics of Maastricht 
see multi-track Europe 


B01<Q4 (R) — German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl dong to his 
vision of a rapidly integrating 
European union Friday amid 
grow ing talks of a mold-track 
future for the European Com- 
munity. 

Mr. Kohl told parliament 
Europe needed to seize the 
JOHANNESBURG (R) — o pp o rtu nity the Maastricht Trea- of the Hamburg Cen 
South Africa's long-awaited ty presented and spoke up for the “Such a large task can 
peace summit between President French franc against speculators led in one go.” 

F.W. De Berk and ANC leader trying to force its devaluation. The SPD’s Ingrid k 
Nelson Mandela was expected to WhQe Mr. Kohl aigued for a Maier said her party 
open in Pretoria Saturday, gov- broad and coordinated muon pf Maastricht but saw a : 
emment sources said. the EC’s 12 members, a German route to a European 

But Mr. De Klerk cautioned central banker and the finance “I think the most 
supporters at a National Party spokeswoman of the op p osition tiling is that one start ’ 
congress in Durban Friday that Social Democrats (SPD) said the monetary union of 
details were still being thrashed Qrihmmuty was bound to de- stable EC countries,” 
out and “absolute finality has not velop at different speeds. “It looks today like 

yet been reached”. Their comments followed be Germany, France 

He said however: “I am 95 per warnings by EC Commission nelux state and also E 
cent sure that the meeting win President Jacques Defers that the Danes change the 
take place tomorrow." some members might forge ahead According to memt 

Mr. Mandela telephoned U.N. with their own integration if Christian Social Unit 
Secretary-General Boutros GhaK others delayed ratifying Maas- Finance Munster Tb 
late Thursday to say obstacles to tricht. told a party meeting 

a summit had been overcome and Mr. Kohl said in bis speech: evening the EC woul 

a meeting was imminent. ‘The government and I will do consider the possibility 

Mr. De Klerk said tire chief everything in our power in the track Europe develop 
negotiators for the government coming weeks and months to At the same time h 
and Mr. Mandela's African have the Maastricht Treaty im- Mr. Defers was wami 

National Congress (ANC). were plemented as planned.” ness meeting that men 

meeting to settle procedures. Tf we do not now all use the that hesitated to ratify 

Govern ment sources said a let- opportunity the Maastricht Trea- could be left behind h 
ter from Mr. De Klerk to Mr. ty offers, tire Community will be for more integration. 
Mandela Thursday suggesting the thrown back by several years.” “If certain countries 
release on parole of three guerril- This week’s Franco-German texts for holding back t 
las serving life sentences for kO- defence of the franc, which came tion of the new treaty 

ling white dvflians had b roken under heavy pressure after rule out that certain coi 

tiie deadlock on the summit after French voters half-heartedly sup- take an initiative,” hi 

18 days of negotiations. ported Maastricht, seemed to “You cannot rule i 

Mr. De Klerk had invited Mir. have ground speculators down, cause they consider t 

Mandela to discuss political vio- The franc traded at a six-week world as it is, you a 

fence in which at feast 2,500 high Friday. around for too tong.” 

people have died tins year. 

tion on conditi^tbe*govemment Chirac says Mitterra 

addressed its demands for the 94 

prisoners, banning dangerous should quit in March 

weapons in public arid fencing id -*■ 

migrant workers’ hostels which PARIS (R) — Neo-GauDist lead- 


ck Europe igrprifl 

Wilhelm NoeUmg, who sits on _J . J i— ■ 

the Bundesbank’s Central Conn- 

efi, told a radio interviewer the . - ^ 

treaty was already dead and EC f$0lgiUlft P»®tlS DSE1 
member economies would prog- tobflCCO 8dS 

ress at different speeds. J 


“I can’t imagine that the Maas- 
tricht Treaty has even the slightest 
chance," said Mr. Noelling. head 
of the Hamburg Central Bank. 
“Such a large task can’t be hand- 
led in one go.” 

The SPD’s Ingrid Matdueus- 
Maier said her party supported 
Maastricht but saw a multi-track 
route to a European union. 

“I think the most probable 
thing is that one start with a core 
monetary union of the most 
stable EC countries,” she said. 

“It looks today like that would 
be Germany, France, the Be- 
nelux state and also Denmark if 
tire Danes change their mind.” 
According to members of his 
Christian Social Union (CSU), 
Finance Minister Tbeo Waigel 
told a party meeting Thursday 
evening the EC would have to 
consider the possibility of a multi- 
track Europe developing. 

At tbe same time in Brussels, 
Mr. Defers was warning a busi- 
ness meeting that member states 
that hesitated to ratify Maastricht 
could be left behind tn the drive 
for more integration. 

“If certain countries seek pro* 

tiou of tire new treaty, I^o^not 
rule out that certain countries wiQ 
take an initiative,” he said. 

“You cannot rule it out be- I 
cause they consider that in the j 
world as it is, you cannot wait | 
around for too tong.” 


Chirac says Mitterrand 


and Japan, and regional powers ought to be. Fm simply saying I 
regard tire Council’s current com- think there is merit to taking a 


position as reflecting a power 
structure dating from tbe end of 
Whrld-'War Q. But the five 
permanent members have so for 
avoided any talk of reform. 

On Thursday, President Suhar- 
to of Indonesia called for re fo r m 
and expansion of the Security 


took at the issue but don’t expect 
any quick or easy answers!” / 

Meanwhile, Canada, winch has 
offered to send 1,200 troops to 
Bosnia-Heraegovma, said Thurs- 
day tire costs should be divided 
among all UJI. members instead 
of being left to the troop- 


Council, warning that Non- c^tiibutinz countries. 

°r e 1f" V &Z&JKXSJZ 

Amembly on behalf of Non- sponsibUitY ” External Affairs 
uitei? H? 1 * 1 MwisterBarbara McDougaD said 

££ STTSrJJSS ? * .V* “ - “ 

now that many states, no longer 

bad a strategic value in superpaw- “Canada is opposed to tire re- 

er politics. cent decision of tire Security 

The Security Council, he said, Council to enlarge tire mandate 
was one organ of tire United of UNPROFOR (U.N. Protec- 
Nations which should be ex- firm Force in tire Former Yugos- 
panded . to accommodate- new lavia) at no cost to the U.N., with 
members, wind) if they are not to the cost to be borne by tire 
be given veto powers, should at participating countries.” 
least serve as permanent mem- She was referring to a Sept. 24 
bers. Council decision to add at feast 

Germany told the General 5,000 troops to the a p p rox im ately 
Assembly Wednesday that while 1,500 already serving in Bosnia- 

Hetzegovina, without any addi- 
tional expense by tire United 
Nations. 


HONOLULU, Hawaii (R) — A 
U.S. jury Thursday decided the 
late Philippines President 'Ferdi- 
nand Marcos- was responsible for 
atrocities carried out by the milit- 
ary during his rale. 

The jurors said Mr. .Marcos’ 
estate should pay damages to 

10.000 plaintiff* in the civil suit 
brought by victims and relatives 
of those who suffered under his 
rale. 

Lawyers for tire plaintiffs had 
demanded a total of $11 biOron 
from the Marcos estate. Damages 
will be assessed in the second part 
of the trial, which is not due to be , 
held for at feast a month. 

Philadelphia lawyer Robert 
Swift, lead counsel for tire plain- 
tiffs, presented evidence showing 
that during 14 years of martial 
few under Mr. Marcos more than 

7.000 people were tortured, 2^00 
exec ut ed and a further 750 are 
still listed as “missing.” 

Mr. Marcos died m exile in 


have been flashpoints for black 
township violence. 

Sources on both sides said tire 
final sticking point in negotiations 
was tire prisoners issue, with tire 
ANC seeking die release in par- 
ticular of tbe three men sent- 
enced for killing white dvflians in 
1985. 

Robert McBride, a mixed-race 
ANC guerrilla, was convicted of 
killing three white dvflians in a 
bomb attack on a seafront Dur- 
ban bar popular with police and 
soldiers. •• 

Two Macks, Mzondeleh Non- 
dula and Mtiretireli Mcubp, were 
imprisoned for killing three white 
fanners with landmines in the 
northern TransvaaL 

Government sources said Mr. 
De Klerk had proposed the three 
be released soon mi parole pend- 
ing the adoption of legislation in a 
sjxxaal parliamentary session next 
month covering the question of 
prisoners across the board, not 
just ANC members. 

Several white rightwingers are 
also in prison for attacks on 
blacks. 

The government also said it 
planned legislation to scrap some 
of tire last vestiges of apartheid 
covering separate administration 
for various racial groups. 

There have been heightened 
fears of further violence as the 
ANC and its main Mack political 


Hawaii in 1969 three years after I rival, tire Zulu-based inkartw 


Brazil also was one of a num- it would not push actively for a Herzegovina, without 
ber of regional powers seeking to Security Council seat, if a change tkraal expense by th 
play a bigger role on the Council, ' was considered it would want Nations. 

Protests greet Japanese in Cambodia 


he was toppled. 

During tire two-week trial Mr. 
Swift caOed more than 40 witnes- 
ses, some of whom testified on 
videotape. 


Freedom Party, vie for control of 
the teeming Mad: towns hip s. Tbe 
ANC also has announced plans to 
march on other homeland capit- 
als. 


er Jacques Chirac, the best- 
placed conservative to become 
France’s next head of state, said 
Thursday President Francois Mit- 
terrand should quit if his Socialist 
Party was trounced in parliamen- . 
tary elections in March. 

“If, as expected, the (centre- 
right) opposition scores a major 
victory in tire forthcoming par- 
liamentary elections, I believe 
morality and dignity should lead 
the president to draw tbe right 
conclusions,” he said. . 

Askectfm' France’s TF1 televi- 
sion chantiel to' say outright that' 
he wanted Mr. Mitterrand to quit 
under the circumstances he de- 
scribed Mr. Chirac replied: “That 
seems obvious.” 

It was the first time that Mr. 
Chirac, or any other likely succes- 
sor to Mr. Mitterrand, had called 
for the aflisg president to resign 
before his term expires in 1995. 

Opinion polls point to a 
crashing defeat for tire Socialists 
in the March vote audit had been 
assumed that the centre-right par- 
ties would then uneasily share 
power with Mr. Mitterrand. 

Mr. Chirac personally experi- 
enced such “co-habitation” with 
Mr. Mitterrand when an earlier 
centre-right parliamentary major- 
ity forced the president to 
appoint him prime minister in 
1986. 

Mr. Mitterrand, who will be 76 
within weeks and was. diagnosed 
tins month as suffering from pros- 
tate cancer, turned the tables on 
Mr. Chirac afterwards by beating 
him in tire 1988 presidential elec- 
tion and dismissing rightists from 


Jaqwt Chirac 

government. 

Under tire const i t uti on, Mr. 
Mitterrand is not required to 
leave office in March no matter 
bow badly his party fares in tire 
partiamentary elections. 

But Mr. Chirac compared Mr. 
Mitterrand’s situation to that of 
President Charles De Gaulle, 
who resigned in 1969 after voters 
in a referendum rejected a consti- 
tutional reform he p roposed. “Of 
course everyone is not General 
De Gualle” he added. 

Mr. Chirac, 59, now Paris ; 
mayor, is in a particularly strong 
position after reiniposmg his au- 
thority over the Rally For the 
Republic Party following a revolt 
in its ranks against ratifying tire 
Maastricht Treaty on European 
union. 

The party’s ruling National 
Council, meeting at his request 
Wednesday after tire French nar- 
rowly approved tbe treaty in a 
referendum, backed his lead- 
ership by a large margin. 


from 1995 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium said 
it intends to outlaw all tobacco 
advertising in a ban which would 
come into effect in just ove r two 
wears’ time. “It’s a total ban from 
January "95 ” an Environment 
Ministry spokeswoman told re- 
porter*. It would also cover (he 
nse of tobacco logos in events 
sponsored by the industry. In the 
meantime the government will 
force tobacco firms to put bigger 
health warnings on tobacco pack- 
ets, the spokeswoman said. Bel- 
gium’s ban has been drafted ateog 
the tines of a European Commun- 
ity proposal to remove tobacco 
advertisements from newspapers, 
billboards and cinema screens 
across the Community, she 
added. Italy and Portugal already 
have more limited bans and ^ 
France is phasing one in soon. 

Man gets life 
for making 
fake medicines 

pekjng (ap> — a court has 

sentenced a Peking man to life in 
prison for leading a group of 
people involved in producing and 
selling fake medicines, orfirial 
media reported Friday. The Pek- 
ing People’s Intermediate Court * 
imposed the sentence against 
Xuan Jingnan, leader of a 10- 
person group that profited from 
making fake versions of a popular 
tnfitioul Qdbob medkme knows is Be- 
am- Sedative Bobs, the Xinhua News 
Agency reported. It said 
others involved in tire scheme 
received jail sentences ranging ■* 
from three to 15 years. Mr. Xuan 
and his accomplices had pro- 
duced the fake medicines since 
1984, earning 351,000 yuan 
($65,000) from the counterfeit 
products. Xinhua said. Chinese 
authorities recently began a 
crackdown on the production of 
fake and shoddy medicines, in- 
chiding one case in which two. 
infants died after receiving injec- 
tions of phony medicines. Earlier 
this month, official media re- 
posed that authorities had seized 
5l:> million ymn ($1 million) in 
counterfeit and substandard 
goods since early July. 

Parents reunited 
with rightful Infants 


Clinton planning team’ prepares for White House 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — 
Japanese soldiers, members of 
the first ground forces that coun- 
try has deployed abroad since 
World War Q, were met on arriv- 
al in Cambodia Friday by a half 
dozen protestors from their own 
country. 

The demonstrators kept a few 
profile on the runway overflow- 
ing with more than 100 journal- 
ists, several U.N. officials and a 
handful of Japanese diplomats. 

Miho Maeda, a 28-year-okl 
activist from Tokyo, was incensed 
at tire fanfare. 

“Japan during World War II 
sent many troops to South East 
Asia, so,maiiy South East Asian 
people have a bad memory about 
Japan sending troops overseas,” 


said Ms. Maeda, the group 
spokesperson! 

She said many countries of 
South East Aria were worried 
Japan's pa rticipation in the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in Cambo- 
dia would, over the years, be 
followed by a tidal wave of 
Japanese soldiers who would 
again seize control of the region. 

“Japan is an economic power 
in South East Aria,” she said, as 
workers unloaded U-N.-marked 
jeeps, bicycles, Japanese tea, 
mineral water and other supplies 
from tbe troop’s C-130 aircraft 
“From now on it will be an even 
stronger military power.” 

A 600-member engineering 
battalion, eight military observers 


and 75 police are to take part in 
the U.N. peacekeeping mission in 
Cambodia. . 

The U.N. operation, the world 
body’s largest and most ambitions 
ever, is to stabalise the country 
for elections by next May. About 
40 countries already have contri- 
buted 22,000 personnel. 

Tbe commander of the en- 
gineering unit, Lt. CoL Takashi 
Watanabe, who flew in with three 
other soldiers, declined to com- 
ment on tire p rotestor’s charges. 
He sad he was art m a portion to 
answer such sensitive questions. 

The only statement be gave 
was how he felt to have armed 
fin- this historic mission: “It’s a 
normal feeling-” 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (R) 
— Aides of Democrat Bill Clin- 
ton, cruising by 21 points ahead 
of President George Bush in 
pods, are already acting as if they 
will take command of the White 
House in January. 

“It’s not a t ran s iti on office, it’s 
a planning office,” said Nfidcey 
Kantor, Mr. Cfintoa’s national 
campaign chairman, who over- 
sees the nine-person Qiziton- 
Gore Planning Fouudatfori, a 
separate organisation from the 
Arkansas governor’s campaign. 


how tire transition should be 
organised, who it should include, 
and wbat sort of ad ministrati ve 
structure it should have.” 

The staff also hopes to give Mr. 
Clinton guidance on “posable 
personnel . options” for a new 
admjra's t ra tion, be said. 

Mr. Clinton is opening a new 
campaign front focusing on 
health care, pitching himself as a 
“can-do” leader and brushing off 
Republican c riti cism as “foofesh, 
negative doubt.” 

Mr. Clinton, campaigning in 


over the debates, saying the pres- which creates a system of 
ident was afraid to go “mano a vouchers or tax credits under 
mano” with him.' • which tow-income families would 

Iran-contra 'operative Richard get help to get insurance, relies 
Secord, meanwhile, disputed Mr. on “market fences and choice” to 
Bush’s assertion that he didn’t solve the nation’s health-care cri- 
koow about the Reagan White sis. 

SS£n”S 

Press that Mr. Bush had “not 

come dean.” for them workers. But rt would 

Mr. Bush “was in on key ded- «toprovidetiab^ 

sfens. There’s simply no question °°^ 

about that. ForfaSn to suggest toMr. Bush’s conteo- 

iHiunun'u icomwdv nnt riJratf* 1 ' ^ that Mr. Clintons plan 
otire^sen^ly not tire case, hurt*^ businessesT 

^Kfctime for George Bush to whose 

cotne dean with tire American to 

people,” said Mr. Clinton 
spokesman George Stephano- 

pbtitos. “Whm dfe Mn Bush 3“ 

know and when (fid he knowit? gw^nM^^aiready has de- 


Thc foundation occupies* New York and New Jersey, 
Sees in a downtown Little Rock poshed his plan to guarantee uni- 
yscraper a few blocks from the versa! health care coverage and 


5 Burmese refugees killed in Bangladesh 


offices in a downtown Little Rock 
skyscraper a few blocks from the 
Clinton campaign headquarters. 

Its sole function is to lay tbe 
groundwork for a Clinton pres- 
idency should the governor de- 
feat the incumbent Republican 


implement strict cost controls. 

“My opponents are sowing 
doubt at every turn,” Mr. Clinton 
told a crowd Thursday as Man- 
hattan’s Bryant Park. He safe 


get help to get insurance, relies 
on “market twees and choice” to 
solve lire nation’s health-care cri- 
sis. 

Mr. Clinton’s plan would force 
employers to provide coverage 
for their workers. But it would 
alro provide tax breaks for small 
employers hit with new costs — 
an answer to Mr. Bash’s conten- 
tion that Mr. Clinton’s plan 
would hurt small businesses. 

Meanwhile, Ross Perot, whose 
supporters have been urged to 
bear from tire Bush and din ton i 


DHUAPALONG, Bangladesh 
(R) — At feast five Bunnese 
Muslims were tilled in a dash 
wife police and troops at a re- 
fugee camp in southeastern Bang- 
ladesh Friday, witnesses said. 

-Witnesses and police said a 
shootout began at Dhoapatong 
camp after members of Burmese 
Muslim rebel groups infiltrated a 
crowd of refugees from the same 
region and attacked police. 


“After about an hour of ex- 
change of fire three policemen 
including an officer were in- 
jured,” one witness said. 

The witness said paramilitary 
troops of the Bangladesh Rifles 
were rushed in as tbe situation 
got out of control. “The riflemen 
opened fire and continued fight- 
ing for another one hour.” No 
troops were reported wounded. 

One police officer said refugees 


Nigeria sets up revenue watchdog 

LAGOS (R) — Nigeria's military government has set up a committee 
to monitor its revenue receipts, which come mainly from crude oil 
sales. Justice Minister Clement Akpamgjbo told state radio the 
committee, which Includes officials from the oil ministry and the state 
oil company, would ensure that all receipts were property accounted 
for and recorded. 


later joined the group of rebels 
with swords, shovels, axes and 
choppers. 

Reuter correspondents watch- 
ed the battle from nearby but 
security men stopped them from 
taking photographs. An officer 
from the Rifles later showed 
them two bodies in a truck and 49 
refugees arrested after suffering 
injuries. 

A Bangladeshi local resident 
told Reuters he had seen five 
bodies being taken away while he 
was hiding in a ricefiekL” 

As shooting ended at Dfauapa- 
tong Friday afternoon, hundreds 
of troops were still pouring out of 
their base at nearby Cox’s Bazar 
to reinforce other refugee camps. 

Police said the rebels used 
automatic weapons. 


president in the Nov. 3 election. . President Bush, had written off 
“ft would be irresponsible not America’s chance of gu a ranteed 


to plan for a transition,” Mr. 
Kantor told Reutera. “This is 
serious b usin ess you’ve got to be 
diligent in your planning effort” 

Mr. Kantor denied thfe pops 
showing the Democrat consis- 
tently leading Republican Bush 
were gjving extra urgency to the 
process. 

Virtually aO presidential chal- 
lengers assemble transition plan- 
ning staffs, regardless of their 
odds of victory, he said. 

“But tins is more than tradi- 
tion,” Mr. Kantor added. “It is 
i mp ort an t work that has to be 
done.” 

The planning staff is primarily 
engaged in preparing for a transi- 
tion of power and not actual 
government, . he said. 

“Basically, we’re looting at 


health care and famil y leave for 
workers. 

“I always thought that when 
people came to New York and 
saw tbe Statue of Liberty, they 
were coming here because tins 
was a can-do country, notacan’t- 
do country,” Mr. Clinton said. 

Later, Mr. Clinton hit the 
fund-rasing circuit in New York, 
where aides said he collected $4.3 
million for the Democratic 
National Committee. . . 

Mr: Gmton suggested to re- 
porters Thursday that Mr. Bush 
was dodging preside n tial debates 
to avoid questions about his itflc 
in the Reagan administration’s 
Iran-contra scandal. 

Mr. Gmton didn’t mention 
Iran-contra at the New York ral- 
ly, but be jabbed at Mr. Bush 


"Why won’t be tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the 
truth?” 

Mr. Stephaoopoutos’ remark 


aded to rejoin the campaign, a 
newspaper reported Friday. 

The Los Angeles Times, citing 
unidentified sources, says Mr. 


mfericked Mr. Bush’s comments Perot has decided “reluctantly’’ 
eaiiier tins week that Mr^ Gmton to get bade into she contest after 
“tell fee troth, the whole truth cooduduig feat Preshfeat Bush 
and nothing but she truth” about and - Democratic nominee Bill 


Ins draft record. 

Gmton aides said tbe Demo- 
cratic candidate was trying to 
bring the issue of the health care 
to the forefront o&fee campaign, 
cm a par wife such issues as jobs 
and tbe economy. 


Clinton won’t tackle the nation's 
ecboomhrtrouUes. 

The Perot announcement will 
come Monday during a scheduled 
appearance on CtWs Larry King 
Lave, the newspaper said. Mir. 
Perot, who first suggested on 


The Bosb-Quayfe camp was Kintfs programme fettfaewbuld 
cagertoengage. mount an mde^Bdenf canefid* 

*2jE?Z?&S2Z- 1 V ropped “ * - - 

„ On Tlmnday, monben of Mr. 


ytawomm T ° ne .9 art j e : OoTWiay.manbenof Mr. 

aotOT’. bea ductagjte one Poof, staff were awnranng 

<l0 * sn L wa ? «W«ten to meet with thefiS 

to talk about the taxes it dill Clinton campaigns before 

. ■ w . ‘ pressing Mr. Pttot to re-enter the 

She said Mr. Bush’s plan, mr* 


GREENEVILLE, Term. (AP) — 
Parents reunited wife their in- 
fant.' daughters who were 
aradentafly switched at birth 
will need months of counseling 
an attorney for one of the couples 
said. The unidentified parents re- 0 
claimed their rightful 4-month- 
old infants Tuesday at a psycho- ^ 
fegisfs office in a scene described 
by one lawyer as traumatic. : 
“Even the lawyers had tears in 
their eyes,” said Jack Burkhard, 
who represents one set of pa- 
rents. Gary Brewer, who repre- 
sents the other parents, said, “die 
fa milie s are devastated.” Takoma 
Hospital President Jim Thomp- 
son Wednesday acknowledged 
that identification bracelets on 
the babies' ankles had come off at 
tiie hospital and been switched 
when they were replaced. The 
hospital said it had provided 
counseling to both families. 

Some hospital workers Were 
transferred after the mix-up, but 
no one has been fired, Mr. 
Thompson said. Mr. Brewer said J* 
Mr. _ BurkhanTs clients became 
suspicious that the child they had 
brought borne fro m the hospital . 

was not their own and had a 
paternity test performed. 

Environment official S 

accused of killing 
endangered bird 

I AALSMEER, Netherlands (AP) ; _ 
— The town alderman in charge Y - j 
of environmental affairs has been 
accused of shooting an en- 
dangered species of bird in his 
back yard. “Ifs terribly ironic," 
aty council opposition leader 
Coq Scheltens-Jongkind said. — . 

“Normally we don’t bother wife j* ’\ ‘ 
private affairs. But not in this 
case,” she said. A plenary debate 
has been called fur next mouth ' r ‘ 
over fee incident According to \ : r 
' Mr. Scheltens-Jongkind and fec al \‘ 
media, Alderman Piet Boom : 
g“ned down a great blue heron ^ 
Pricing by his private fish pond - £ 1 
on „ Sc P t - 12. The reports said v'- 
ponce recovered tbe dead bird v 1 
after a fellow resident, who bap:- r 
Ppned to be walking by Mr- * t ’ 
"joins home in this Amsterdam 

alerted fee authorities v*: 
wife a p ortable telephone. Potice V ‘> 
*»ofinwx! fee story, but dedmed y> 
to .identify feeauspect in line wife V ‘ 
pnvacy rules. Chy hall refused . 

,°r aca =« to Mr. Boom, -fr 
Ms. ScheftenyJoiigfcind Mri .v 
Bo °m» a ^censed game -hunter* 
previ ously had an excepti onal at V,**?. 

vn onmental record. 



